
JESUS
STORYBOOK

THE



JESUS Storybook

ISBN 978-3-946919-06-3  
Article 1791.06.000

This book is a production of Bible for the Nations.
The idea and design of JESUS STORYBOOK belong to Bible for the Nations.
© Bible for the Nations. All rights reserved.

Bible for the Nations e.V.
Aulkestrasse 28, 48734 Reken, Gernany
info@bible-for-the-nations.com
www.bible-for-the-nations.com

The Biblical texts are translated from the Swedish text of the Svenska Folkbibeln
© 1996, 1998, 2014 Stiftelsen Svenska Folkbibeln,
Stockholm and Stiftelsen Biblicum, Ljungby.

Translation of the Swedish Biblical texts to English by Katie Lorentzon
Proofreading: Katie Lorentzon
Book design: Daniel Karlsson
Printed by: Druckerei C. H. Beck
Author: Toni Matas
Drawings and Illustrations: Picanyol
© Copyright: Barcelona Multimedia
All rights reserved.
Any total or partial reproduction of this document is forbidden.



The Jesus  
Storybook 

This is the story about Jesus. In this 
book you can see what his life on 
earth was like. You can read about 
who he was, what he did, what he 
taught and why he came. You can 
see why people wanted to be with 
him, and even why there were 
many people who did not like him.
 Jesus existed long before he was 
born into this world. Jesus existed 
even before God created the earth 
or created people. Jesus has always 
been there.
 This is also the story of humans. 
It is the story of the great love and 
togetherness between God and 
people. God created humans to 
be equal with Him, because He 
wanted to love humans and have 
a relationship with us. When God 

created earth, he made it beau-
tiful and perfect for humans 

to live in and enjoy, in har-

mony with each other. Best of all, 
humans could constantly be in the 
presence of God.
 But there was a problem. Evil 
had come into the world through a 
fallen angel, the devil, who want-
ed to be just like God. He was a re-
bel and he wanted to be in charge 
of everything. God threw the devil 
out of heaven, along with one 
third of the angels who had sided 
with the devil. Ever since that time 
there has been a battle between 
good and evil. God created his be-
loved humans with a free will so 
that we could choose between 
good and evil. It is still that way to-
day. We have a choice.
 In this beautiful place that God 
had given humans to live, para-
dise, he had provided them 
with everything they could 
ever need or want. There 
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was only one tree in the garden 
that they weren’t allowed to 
touch. But the enemy, the devil, 
showed up in the garden in the 
form of a serpent. He started talk-
ing to Eve. Eve listened to the en-
emy and believed his lies. She did 
what God had told her she must 
never do. She ate the fruit from 
the forbidden tree, and even got 
Adam to taste it too, bringing him 
along in the fall into sin. When 
they disobeyed God, everything 
changed. Suddenly, for the first 
time, there was a gap, a great dis-
tance between God and man. The 
gap that now separated humans 
from God was called sin. Now 
there was a distance between the 

creator God and His creation, 
because a holy God cannot be 

close to sinful humans. The en-
emy, the devil, had betrayed man. 
From now on, every man, woman 
and child would have to decide for 
themselves whether they wanted 
to follow God or the enemy.
 It was not a surprise to God that 
humans fell into sin. He already 
had a salvation plan in place that 
would provide a way to bridge the 
gap that sin had caused in the re-
lationship between God and man. 
God told the devil: “I will make 
you and the woman enemies of 
one another. Your children will be 
the enemies of her children. You 
will bite her child’s foot, but he 
will crush your head.” This was the 
first promise that looked ahead to 
the time when Jesus would come.
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God created  
the Universe and  

the Earth
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IN THE BEGIN-
NING, WHEN GOD 
CREATED THE UNI-
VERSE, THE EARTH 
WAS FORMLESS 
AND DESOLATE. 
THE RAGING 
OCEAN THAT COV-
ERED EVERYTHING 
WAS ENGULFED IN 
TOTAL DARKNESS, 
AND THE SPIRIT OF 
GOD WAS MOVING 
OVER THE WATER.

AND LIGHT APPEARED. GOD WAS PLEASED 
WITH WHAT HE SAW, AND THEN HE SEPA-
RATED THE LIGHT FROM THE DARKNESS.

EVENING PASSED AND MORNING 
CAME, THAT WAS THE FIRST DAY.

AND IT WAS DONE. GOD WAS PLEASED WITH WHAT HE 
SAW. EVENING PASSED AND MORNING CAME, THAT 
WAS THE THIRD DAY.

AND IT WAS DONE. GOD WAS PLEASED WITH WHAT 
HE SAW. EVENING PASSED AND MORNING CAME, 
THAT WAS THE FOURTH DAY.

AND IT WAS DONE. HE NAMED THE 
DOME “SKY.” EVENING PASSED AND 
MORNING CAME, THAT WAS THE SEC-
OND DAY.

AND IT WAS DONE. HE NAMED THE LAND 
“EARTH,” AND THE WATER WHICH HAD 
COME TOGETHER HE NAMED “SEA.” AND 
GOD WAS PLEASED WITH WHAT HE SAW.

LET THERE  
BE LIGHT.

LET THERE BE A DOME TO  
DIVIDE THE WATER AND TO  
KEEP IT IN TWO SEPARATE 

PLACES.

LET THE EARTH  
PRODUCE ALL 

KINDS OF PLANTS.

LET THE WATER BELOW THE  
SKY COME TOGETHER IN ONE 
PLACE, SO THAT THE LAND 

WILL APPEAR.

LET LIGHTS APPEAR IN THE SKY TO SEPA-
RATE DAY FROM NIGHT AND TO SHOW THE 
TIME WHEN DAYS, YEARS, AND RELIGIOUS 

FESTIVALS BEGIN; THEY WILL SHINE IN 
THE SKY TO GIVE LIGHT TO THE 

EARTH.
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LET THE WATER BE FILLED 
WITH MANY KINDS OF LIVING 
BEINGS, AND LET THE AIR BE 

FILLED WITH BIRDS.

REPRODUCE AND FILL THE SEA, 
AND LET THE BIRDS TO IN-

CREASE IN NUMBER.

LET THE EARTH 
PRODUCE ALL KINDS 

OF ANIMAL LIFE.

EVENING PASSED AND MORNING CAME, THAT 
WAS THE FIFTH DAY.

GOD WAS PLEASED WITH 
WHAT HE SAW.

LET THE EARTH PRODUCE ALL KINDS OF ANIMAL LIFE: 
DOMESTIC AND WILD, LARGE AND SMALL.
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WE WILL MAKE HUMAN BEINGS; THEY 
WILL BE LIKE US AND THEY WILL 

HAVE POWER ALL OVER THE 
EARTH.

THEN GOD MADE THE MAN FALL INTO 
A DEEP SLEEP, HE TOOK OUT ONE OF 
THE MAN’S RIBS AND CLOSED UP THE 
FLESH. HE FORMED A WOMAN OUT OF 
THE RIB.
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HAVE MANY CHIL-
DREN, SO THAT YOUR 

DESCENDANTS WILL LIVE 
ALL OVER THE EARTH AND 

BRING IT UNDER THEIR 
CONTROL.

I AM PUTTING YOU IN CHARGE OF  
THE FISH, THE BIRDS, AND  
ALL THE WILD ANIMALS. 

I HAVE PROVIDED ALL KINDS OF GRAIN AND ALL KINDS OF  
FRUIT FOR YOU TO EAT; BUT FOR ALL THE WILD ANIMALS  

AND FOR ALL THE BIRDS I HAVE PROVIDED GRASS  
AND LEAFY PLANTS FOR FOOD.

SO GOD CREATED HUMAN BEINGS, 
MAKING THEM TO BE LIKE HIMSELF. 
HE CREATED THEM MALE AND 
FEMALE.

GOD LOOKED AT EVERYTHING HE HAD MADE, AND HE WAS VERY 
PLEASED. BY THE SEVENTH DAY GOD FINISHED WHAT HE HAD 
BEEN DOING AND STOPPED WORKING.
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DID GOD REALLY TELL YOU NOT TO 
EAT FRUIT FROM ANY TREE IN THE 

GARDEN? WE MAY EAT THE 
FRUIT OF ANY TREE IN 
THE GARDEN, EXCEPT 
THE TREE IN THE MID-
DLE OF IT. GOD TOLD 
US NOT TO EAT THE 
FRUIT OF THAT TREE 
OR EVEN TOUCH IT; 
IF WE DO, WE WILL 

DIE.

THAT’S 
NOT TRUE; YOU 

WILL NOT DIE GOD 
SAID THAT BECAUSE HE 
KNOWS THAT WHEN YOU 
EAT IT, YOU WILL BE LIKE 
GOD AND KNOW WHAT IS 
GOOD AND WHAT IS BAD.

YOU MAY EAT THE FRUIT OF ANY TREE IN THE GARDEN, 
EXCEPT THE TREE THAT GIVES KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT IS 

GOOD AND WHAT IS BAD. YOU MUST NOT EAT THE 
FRUIT OF THAT TREE; IF YOU DO, YOU WILL 

DIE THE SAME DAY.

WHERE 
ARE YOU?

LORD GOD PLANTED A GARDEN IN EDEN, AND THERE HE PUT THE 
MAN HE HAD FORMED. HE MADE ALL KINDS OF BEAUTIFUL TREES 
GROW THERE AND PRODUCE GOOD FRUIT. IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 
GARDEN STOOD THE TREE THAT GIVES LIFE AND THE TREE THAT 

GIVES KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT IS GOOD AND WHAT IS BAD.
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I HEARD YOU IN THE GARDEN;  
I WAS AFRAID AND HID  
FROM YOU, BECAUSE I  

WAS NAKED.

WHO TOLD YOU THAT YOU  
WERE NAKED? DID YOU EAT  

THE FRUIT THAT I TOLD  
YOU NOT TO EAT?

THE WOMAN 
GAVE ME THE 
FRUIT, AND I 

ATE IT.

THE SNAKE 
TRICKED ME INTO 

EATING IT.

YOU WILL BE PUNISHED 
FOR THIS; FROM NOW 

ON YOU WILL CRAWL ON 
YOUR BELLY, AND YOU 

WILL HAVE TO EAT DUST 
AS LONG AS YOU LIVE. 
I WILL MAKE YOU AND 
THE WOMAN HATE EACH 
OTHER; HER OFFSPRING 

AND YOURS WILL AL-
WAYS BE ENEMIES.

I WILL INCREASE YOUR TROU-
BLE IN PREGNANCY AND YOUR 

PAIN IN GIVING BIRTH. YOU 
WILL STILL HAVE DESIRE FOR 

YOUR HUSBAND, YET YOU WILL 
BE SUBJECT TO HIM.

FOR 
WHAT YOU HAVE 

DONE, YOU WILL BE SEND 
OUT OF THE GARDEN OF EDEN 
AND YOU WILL CULTIVATE THE 
SOIL FROM WHICH YOU HAD 

BEEN FORMED.

YOU LISTENED TO YOUR WIFE AND 
ATE THE FRUIT WHICH I TOLD YOU 

NOT TO EAT. BECAUSE OF WHAT YOU 
HAVE DONE, THE GROUND WILL BE 
UNDER A CURSE. YOU WILL HAVE 
TO WORK HARD ALL YOUR LIFE TO 
MAKE IT PRODUCE ENOUGH FOOD 

FOR YOU.

THESE HUMAN BEINGS 
HAVE BECOME LIKE 

ONE OF US AND HAVE 
KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT 
IS GOOD AND WHAT IS 
BAD. THEY MUST NOT 
BE ALLOWED TO TAKE 

FRUIT FROM THE 
TREE THAT GIVES 

LIFE, EAT IT, AND 
LIVE FOREVER.
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Sin had come between  
God and man

When Adam and Eve chose to disobey 
God, that is when sin came into the 
world. That meant they had to leave 
the paradise that God had created for 
them, the paradise where He had al-
ways been so close to them. A holy God 
cannot be close to sin, so they could no 
longer be in His presence. Life became 
so different for Adam and Eve com-
pared to the way things had been be-
fore. Now they had to work hard just to 
survive. Now there was a gap, a big dis-
tance between them and God. Sadness 
and loneliness came into the world for 
the first time. They had allowed evil 
into their lives, and now the devil could 
continue to try to trick and deceive 
people away from God so that the devil 
could destroy them. When evil came 
into the lives of humans, things only 
got worse and worse, like a downward 
spiral. The bad influence of the devil in-

creased in the world. 
 Already by the next genera-

tion, the first murder in hu-

man history took place when Adam 
and Eve’s son Cain killed his own 
brother Abel. Ever since then, there 
have been murders, destruction, cheat-
ing, lying, and hurting each other here 
on earth. This is the work of the en-
emy of God, the devil. Since then, hu-
mans have continued to live with a 
burden of guilt, always trying to get 
rid of the wickedness and sin in their 
lives, always trying to get back into 
relationship with God again. For thou-
sands and thousands of years, life was 
one big struggle. Throughout all these 
years of hardships for humans, God 
had always been present, but He had 
to remain distant because of all the 
sin and wickedness. People tried to get 
close to God by sacrificing animals, but 
there was no sacrifice that was enough 
to wipe out all the sin of all the people 
forever. During all these years, people 
were searching for the one who was 
to come – the Messiah, the son of 
God.
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THEN ADAM HAD INTERCOURSE WITH HIS WIFE, AND SHE 
BORE A SON NAMED CAIN. LATER SHE GAVE BIRTH ABEL.

ABEL BECAME A 
SHEPHERD.

AND CAIN WAS A FARMER.

WHY ARE YOU ANGRY, CAIN? WHY THAT 
SCOWL ON YOUR FACE? IF YOU HAD 

DONE THE RIGHT THING, YOU WOULD BE 
SMILING; BUT BECAUSE YOU HAVE DONE 

EVIL, SIN IS CROUCHING AT YOUR 
DOOR. IT WANTS TO RULE YOU, BUT 

YOU MUST OVERCOME IT.

LET’S GO 
OUT IN THE 

FIELDS!
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WHERE IS 

YOUR BROTHER 
ABEL?

I 
DON’T KNOW. 

AM I SUPPOSED TO 
TAKE CARE OF MY 

BROTHER?

WHY HAVE YOU DONE THIS TERRIBLE 
THING, CAIN? YOUR BROTHER’S 

BLOOD IS CRYING 
OUT 
TO ME 

FROM THE GROUND! 
YOU ARE PLACED 

UNDER A CURSE AND 
CAN NO LONGER FARM 

THE SOIL.  
IF YOU TRY TO GROW 

CROPS, THE SOIL WILL 
NOT PRODUCE ANY-

THING; YOU WILL BE A 
HOMELESS WANDERER 

ON THE EARTH.

THIS PUNISHMENT 
IS TOO HARD FOR ME TO 

BEAR. I WILL BE A HOMELESS 
WANDERER ON THE EARTH, 
AND ANYONE WHO FINDS 

ME WILL KILL ME.

 NO. 
IF ANYONE 
KILLS YOU, 

SEVEN LIVES 
WILL BE TAKEN 
IN REVENGE.
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Noah

People become more and more evil
The number of people on earth began 
to grow. When daughters were born to 
these people, the sons of God thought 
they were beautiful and married any 
of them they wanted to. The Lord said, 
“My Spirit will not remain in human 
beings forever because they are mortal, 
and they will only live for 120 years.”
 The Nephilim were on the earth in 
those days, the result of the sons of God 
having children with the daughters 
of humans. These children became 
famous and were mighty warriors.
 The Lord saw that people on earth 
were very wicked. He saw how their 
thoughts were constantly filled with 
evil. The Lord regretted that he had 
made humans on the earth. This filled 
his heart with pain. So the Lord said, 
“I will destroy all of the humans that 
I made on the earth, along with every 
living creature on the earth, and all the 

birds in the air, because I regret 
that I have made them.” But 

the Lord was pleased with one 
man – Noah. 

Noah 
This is the family history of Noah. Noah 
was a good man. He was the most 
innocent man of his time. He walked 
with God. Noah had three sons: Shem, 
Ham and Japheth.
 People on the earth did what God 
said was evil. There was violence 
everywhere, and God saw this evil.

The coming flood and the building of 
the ark
God said to Noah, “People have filled 
the earth with violence. So I will de-
stroy all the humans on the earth. 
Build a boat for yourself made of cy-
press wood. Design it with rooms in-
side, then cover it with tar on the inside 
and outside. Build it with these dimen-
sions: 137 meters long, 23 meters wide 
and 14 meters high. Create an opening 
around the top of the boat, 46 cm high 
from the edge of the roof down. Create 
a door in the side of the boat. Design 
it with upper, middle and lower 
decks. I am going to flood the 
earth with water, so that all 
living things 
will be de-
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stroyed, everything that has the breath 
of life. Everything on earth will die. But 
I will make an agreement with you. 
You, your wife, your sons and your 
sons’ wives will all get into the boat. 
Also, you must bring into the boat two 
of every living thing, male and female, 
and keep them alive with you. There 
must be two of every kind of animal, 
bird, and insect. They will come to you 
so that they can stay alive. Also, gather 
some of every kind of food, and store 
it on the boat as food for you and the 
animals.
 Noah did everything God told him to 
do.

The flood begins
Then the Lord said to Noah, “I have no-
ticed that you are the most innocent 
man on earth, so you and your family 
get to go into the boat. Take with you 7 
pairs—male and female—of each ani-
mal I have approved for eating and for 

sacrifice, and take one pair of each 
of the others. Also take 7 pairs of 

every kind of bird. There must be 
a male and a female in each pair 

to ensure that all life will 

survive on 
the earth af-
ter the flood.. 
Seven days 
from now I will 
send rain on the earth, and it will rain 
40 days and 40 nights. I will destroy 
every living thing that I have made on 
earth.”
 Noah did everything the Lord told 
him to do.
 Noah was 600 years old when the 
flood came. He and his wife, sons, and 
sons’ wives got into the boat. They 
got in to escape the flood waters. The 
animals, birds and insects all came to 
Noah, and got into the boat in groups 
of two, male and female, just as God 
had commanded Noah. Then the flood 
started 7 days later.
 Noah was 600 years old. The flood 
started on the 17th day of the 2nd 
month of that year. The waters under 
the ground split the ground open and 
the clouds in the sky poured forth rain, 
and it fell on the earth for 40 days 
and 40 nights.
 The day the rain started, Noah 
and his wife, his sons Shem, 
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Ham and Japheth and their wives, got 
into the boat, along with every kind of 
animal, bird and insect. They had all 
come to Noah in groups of two, every 
creature that had the breath of life, 
one male and one female, just as God 
had commanded Noah. Then the Lord 
closed the door of the ark behind them.
 Water flooded the earth for 40 days. 
As the waters rose, the boat was lifted 
off the ground. As the waters con-
tinued to rise, the boat floated on the 
water above the earth. There was so 
much flooding that even the highest 
mountains were covered by it. The wa-
ter continued to rise until it was more 
than 6 meters above the mountains.
 All living creatures on the earth were 
killed, including the animals, birds and 
insects. All of the people died. Every-
thing on dry land died, everything that 
had the breath of life. So God destroyed 

every living thing that had been on 
the land, every person, animal, 

bird and insect. All that was left 
was Noah and what he had 

brought with him into the 

boat. The floods continued to cover the 
earth for 150 days.

The flood ends
But God remembered Noah and all 
the animals with him in the boat. God 
caused a great wind to blow across the 
earth and the waters receded. The wa-
ters under the ground stopped flowing 
and the clouds in the sky stopped pour-
ing out rain. The waters that covered 
the earth began to recede. After 150 
days the flooding had cleared up so 
much that the boat touched land again. 
It came to rest on one of the moun-
tains of Ararat on the 17th day of the 
7th month. The waters continued to 
recede, and by the 1st day of the 10th 
month, the tops of the mountains were 
visible.
 After 40 more days had passed, 
Noah opened the window he had made 
in the boat and sent out a raven. It flew 
back and forth until the water had 
dried up from the earth. Then 
Noah sent out a dove to find 
out if the water had dried up 
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from the ground, but the dove could 
not find a place to land because water 
still covered the earth. The dove came 
back to the boat and Noah reached out 
his hand to bring it back into the boat.
 Seven days later Noah sent out the 
dove again. That evening it came back 
to him with a fresh olive branch in its 
mouth, so Noah knew that the ground 
was almost dry. Seven days after that 
he sent the dove out again, and this 
time it did not come back.
 Now Noah was 601 years old. It was 
the 1st day of the 1st month of that 
year. The waters had dried up from 
the land. Noah removed the roof of the 
boat and saw that the land was dry. 
By the 27th day of the 2nd month, the 
earth was completely dry.
 Then God said to Noah, “Get out of 
the boat with your wife, your sons, and 
your sons’ wives. Bring every animal, 

bird and insect out of the boat 
with you. Let them grow and 

multiply.”

 So Noah got out with his wife, his 
sons, and his sons’ wives. Every ani-
mal, bird and insect got out of the boat, 
each leaving as families.

Noah’s sacrifices and the Lord’s 
promise
Then Noah built an altar to the Lord. 
He took some of the animals and birds 
and burned them on the altar as offer-
ings to God, and the Lord was pleased 
with these sacrifices. The Lord said to 
himself, “Never again will I curse the 
ground because of human beings, even 
though they have evil thoughts even 
from a young age. But never will again 
will I destroy every living thing on the 
earth the way I did this time.”
 As long as the earth continues, there 
will be planting and harvest. 
 Cold and hot, summer and winter, 
day and night, will not stop.
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NOAH, I HAVE DECIDED TO PUT AN END TO 
ALL PEOPLE. I KNOW YOU ARE THE ONLY 

GOOD MAN OF HIS TIME. BUILD A BOAT OUT 
OF GOOD TIMBER. I AM GOING TO SEND 

A FLOOD ON THE EARTH TO DESTROY  
EVERY LIVING BEING. EVERYTHING ON 

THE EARTH WILL DIE.

BUT I WILL MAKE A COVENANT WITH YOU. GO INTO 
THE BOAT WITH YOUR WIFE, YOUR SONS, AND THEIR 

WIVES; TAKE INTO THE BOAT WITH YOU A MALE 
AND A FEMALE OF EVERY KIND OF ANIMAL. TAKE 

ALONG ALL KINDS OF FOOD FOR YOU AND 
FOR THEM.

IN THOSE DAYS, WHEN THE LORD SAW HOW WICKED 
EVERYONE ON EARTH WAS, HE WAS SORRY THAT HE 
HAD EVER MADE THEM.

THEN THE LORD SAID TO NOAH, “I HAVE NOTICED 
THAT YOU ARE THE MOST INNOCENT MAN ON EARTH, 
SO YOU AND YOUR FAMILY GET TO GO INTO THE 
BOAT. TAKE WITH YOU 7 PAIRS—MALE AND FEMALE—
OF EACH ANIMAL I HAVE APPROVED FOR EATING 
AND FOR SACRIFICE, AND TAKE ONE PAIR OF EACH 
OF THE OTHERS. ALSO TAKE 7 PAIRS OF EVERY KIND 
OF BIRD. THERE MUST BE A MALE AND A FEMALE IN 
EACH PAIR TO ENSURE THAT ALL LIFE WILL SURVIVE 
ON THE EARTH AFTER THE FLOOD. SEVEN DAYS FROM 
NOW I WILL SEND RAIN ON THE EARTH, AND IT WILL 
RAIN 40 DAYS AND 40 NIGHTS. I WILL DESTROY 
EVERY LIVING THING THAT I HAVE MADE ON EARTH.” 
NOAH DID EVERYTHING THE LORD TOLD HIM TO DO.
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THE DAY THE RAIN STARTED, NOAH AND HIS WIFE, HIS SONS 
SHEM, HAM AND JAPHETH AND THEIR WIVES, GOT INTO THE 
BOAT, ALONG WITH EVERY KIND OF ANIMAL, BIRD AND INSECT. 
THEY HAD ALL COME TO NOAH IN GROUPS OF TWO, EVERY 
CREATURE THAT HAD THE BREATH OF LIFE, ONE MALE AND ONE 
FEMALE, JUST AS GOD HAD COMMANDED NOAH. THEN THE 
LORD CLOSED THE DOOR OF THE ARK BEHIND THEM.

WATER FLOODED THE EARTH FOR 40 DAYS. AS 
THE WATERS ROSE, THE BOAT WAS LIFTED OFF THE 
GROUND. AS THE WATERS CONTINUED TO RISE, THE 
BOAT FLOATED ON THE WATER ABOVE THE EARTH. 
THERE WAS SO MUCH FLOODING THAT EVEN THE 
HIGHEST MOUNTAINS WERE COVERED BY IT. THE 
WATER CONTINUED TO RISE UNTIL IT WAS MORE 
THAN 6 METERS ABOVE THE MOUNTAINS.
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ALL LIVING CREATURES ON THE EARTH WERE KILLED, 
INCLUDING THE ANIMALS, BIRDS AND INSECTS. ALL 

OF THE PEOPLE DIED. EVERYTHING ON DRY LAND DIED, 
EVERYTHING THAT HAD THE BREATH OF LIFE. SO GOD 
DESTROYED EVERY LIVING THING THAT HAD BEEN ON 
THE LAND, EVERY PERSON, ANIMAL, BIRD AND INSECT. 

ALL THAT WAS LEFT WAS NOAH AND WHAT HE HAD 
BROUGHT WITH HIM INTO THE BOAT. THE FLOODS CON-

TINUED TO COVER THE EARTH FOR 150 DAYS.

AFTER 40 MORE DAYS HAD PASSED, NOAH OPENED THE WINDOW HE HAD 
MADE IN THE BOAT AND SENT OUT A RAVEN. IT FLEW BACK AND FORTH 
UNTIL THE WATER HAD DRIED UP FROM THE EARTH. THEN NOAH SENT OUT 
A DOVE TO FIND OUT IF THE WATER HAD DRIED UP FROM THE GROUND, BUT 
THE DOVE COULD NOT FIND A PLACE TO LAND BECAUSE WATER STILL COV-
ERED THE EARTH. THE DOVE CAME BACK TO THE BOAT AND NOAH REACHED 
OUT HIS HAND TO BRING IT BACK INTO THE BOAT.

NOW NOAH WAS 601 YEARS OLD. IT WAS THE 1ST DAY 
OF THE 1ST MONTH OF THAT YEAR. THE WATERS HAD 
DRIED UP FROM THE LAND. NOAH REMOVED THE ROOF 
OF THE BOAT AND SAW THAT THE LAND WAS DRY. BY 
THE 27TH DAY OF THE 2ND MONTH, THE EARTH WAS 
COMPLETELY DRY.22



GO OUT OF THE BOAT WITH YOUR WIFE, YOUR 
SONS, AND THEIR WIVES. TAKE ALL THE BIRDS 

AND ANIMALS OUT WITH YOU, SO THAT THEY MAY 
REPRODUCE AND SPREAD OVER  

ALL THE EARTH.

NEVER AGAIN WILL I PUT THE EARTH UNDER A CURSE BECAUSE 
OF WHAT PEOPLE DO; I KNOW THAT FROM THE TIME THEY ARE 

YOUNG THEIR THOUGHTS ARE EVIL. NEVER AGAIN WILL I DESTROY 
ALL LIVING BEINGS, AS I HAVE DONE THIS TIME. AS LONG AS 

THE WORLD EXISTS, THERE WILL BE A TIME FOR PLANTING 
AND A TIME FOR HARVEST. THERE WILL ALWAYS BE 

COLD AND HEAT, SUMMER AND WINTER, DAY 
AND NIGHT.

HAVE MANY CHILDREN, SO THAT YOUR DESCENDANTS 
WILL LIVE ALL OVER THE EARTH. ALL THE ANIMALS, 

BIRDS, AND FISH WILL LIVE IN FEAR OF YOU. THEY ARE 
ALL PLACED UNDER YOUR POWER. NOW YOU CAN 

EAT THEM, AS WELL AS GREEN PLANTS; I 
GIVE THEM ALL TO YOU FOR FOOD.

I AM NOW MAKING MY COVENANT WITH YOU 
AND WITH YOUR DESCENDANTS AND WITH 
ALL LIVING BEINGS. NEVER AGAIN WILL 
ALL LIVING BEINGS BE DESTROYED BY A 

FLOOD; NEVER AGAIN WILL A FLOOD 
DESTROY THE EARTH.

AS A SIGN OF THIS EVERLASTING 
COVENANT WHICH I AM MAKING WITH 
YOU AND WITH ALL LIVING BEINGS, I 

AM PUTTING MY BOW IN THE CLOUDS. IT 
WILL BE THE SIGN OF MY COVENANT 

WITH THE WORLD.
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God had not forgotten man
About seven hundred years before Je-
sus was born into this world, a man 
named Isaiah received messages from 
God that he told the people, called 
prophecies, that were promises about 
what was going to happen. He prophe-
sied that Jesus, God’s son and salvation 
plan, would be born into this sinful 
world. People kept waiting and won-
dering all those years, hoping for the 
promises to really happen.
 Even though God always hates sin, 
He has never stopped loving people. 
For all the generations, people have 
tried to get back to that original rela-
tionship with God, the kind that Adam 
and Eve had before their fall into sin. 
But there was a gap between God and 
people that had been caused by sin. A 
holy God could not be anywhere close 
to sin. In the meantime, people sacri-
ficed animals as a way to get forgive-
ness for their sins. Each time they did 
this, God forgave them over and over 
again, but it never brought them closer 

to God. What they needed was for 
someone to come who could wipe 

out all the sins for all time, so 
that people could come close to 

God again. 

 When Isaiah listened to God 700 
years before Jesus was born into this 
world, he told the people God’s prom-
ises using many details. Isaiah proph-
esied that a virgin would give birth to 
a son, and that the boy’s name would 
be Immanuel, which means, “God with 
us.” Then he described what God’s 
salvation plan would look like, again 
using great detail. This all happened 
many generations before Jesus was 
born into this world.
 Using prophecies, God told them 
something amazing. He told them that 
He would be the one who would pro-
vide the ultimate and final sacrifice, a 
sacrifice whose blood would be enough 
once and for all, for everyone. That sac-
rifice was Jesus, God’s only son, sent 
from heaven. His blood would atone 
for and wipe away everyone’s sin. 
Sacrificing Jesus would bridge the gap 
between God and man for all time. 
That was why Jesus was born into the 
world. There was a special purpose for 
his life, starting as a baby and ending 
when he rose from the dead after be-
ing sacrificed on the cross. He was 
the one who would bring God 
and man together again.
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THERE IS 
NO HOPE FOR ME! 

EVERY WORD THAT PASSES 
MY LIPS IS SINFUL, AND I LIVE 

AMONG A PEOPLE WHOSE EVERY 
WORD IS SINFUL. AND YET, WITH 

MY OWN EYES I HAVE SEEN THE 
KING, THE LORD AL-

MIGHTY!

WHOM 
SHALL I 

SEND? WHO WILL 
BE OUR MESSEN-

GER?

I 
WILL GO! 
SEND ME!

HOW 
LONG WILL 

IT BE LIKE THIS, 
LORD?

UNTIL THE CIT-
IES ARE RUINED 

AND EMPTY.

GO AND GIVE THE PEOPLE THIS MES-
SAGE: “NO MATTER HOW MUCH YOU 

LISTEN, YOU WILL NOT UNDERSTAND. NO 
MATTER HOW MUCH YOU LOOK, YOU 

WILL NOT KNOW WHAT IS HAP-
PENING.”

THIS 
HAS TOUCHED 

YOUR LIPS, AND NOW 
YOUR GUILT IS GONE, 
AND YOUR SINS ARE 

FORGIVEN. 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY! THE LORD  
ALMIGHTY IS HOLY! HIS GLORY 

FILLS THE WORLD.

AND THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD 
SHALL REST UPON HIM, THE 
SPIRIT OF WISDOM, UNDER-
STANDING, COUNSEL, AND 

MIGHT; THE SPIRIT OF KNOWL-
EDGE AND OF THE FEAR OF 

THE LORD. HIS DELIGHT 
WILL BE OBEDIENCE TO THE 
LORD. HE WILL NOT JUDGE 

BY APPEARANCE, FALSE 
EVIDENCE, OR HEARSAY, BUT 
WILL DEFEND THE POOR AND 
THE EXPLOITED. HE WILL RULE 
AGAINST THE WICKED WHO 

OPPRESS THEM. FOR HE WILL 
BE CLOTHED WITH FAIRNESS 

AND WITH TRUTH.

A YOUNG WOMAN WHO IS PREGNANT WILL 
HAVE A SON AND WILL NAME HIM IMMANU-
EL, THAT MEANS “GOD IS WITH US.”

THE PEOPLE WHO WALKED IN DARKNESS 
HAVE SEEN A GREAT LIGHT. THEY LIVED IN 
A LAND OF SHADOWS, BUT NOW LIGHT IS 
SHINING ON THEM.

THEN ONE OF THE CREATURES FLEW DOWN TO HIM, CAR-
RYING A BURNING COAL THAT HE HAD TAKEN FROM THE 
ALTAR WITH A PAIR OF TONGS AND HE TOUCHED HIS LIPS 
WITH THE BURNING COAL.

THE PROPHET ISAIAH SAID: “I SAW THE LORD. FLAMING CREATURES WERE 
STANDING AROUND HIM.”

THE ROYAL 
LINE OF DAVID 
WILL BE CUT 

OFF, CHOPPED 
DOWN LIKE A 

TREE; BUT FROM 
THE STUMP 

WILL GROW A 
SHOOT—YES, A 
NEW BRANCH 
FROM THE OLD 

ROOT. 
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THE LORD  

ALMIGHTY IS  
DETERMINED TO DO 

ALL THIS.

A CHILD IS BORN TO US! A SON IS GIVEN TO US! HE WILL 
BE CALLED, “WONDERFUL  COUNSELOR”, “MIGHTY GOD”, 
“ETERNAL FATHER”, “PRINCE OF PEACE”.

THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD WILL GIVE HIM WISDOM AND THE 
KNOWLEDGE AND SKILL TO RULE HIS PEOPLE. HE WILL KNOW 
THE LORD’S WILL AND HONOR HIM, AND FIND PLEASURE IN 
OBEYING HIM.

HE WILL JUDGE THE POOR FAIRLY 
AND DEFEND THE RIGHTS OF THE 
HELPLESS.

HE WILL NOT JUDGE BY APPEARANCE OR 
HEARSAY.

HIS ROYAL POWER WILL CONTINUE TO 
GROW; HIS KINGDOM WILL ALWAYS BE AT 
PEACE.
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NO ONE HAS EVER SEEN GOD. THE ONLY 
SON, WHO IS THE SAME AS GOD AND IS AT THE  

FATHER’S SIDE, HE HAS MADE HIM KNOWN.

IN THE BEGINNING THE WORD ALREADY  
EXISTED; THE WORD WAS WITH GOD,  

AND THE WORD WAS GOD. 

THIS WAS THE REAL LIGHT, THE LIGHT THAT COMES 
INTO THE WORLD AND SHINES ON ALL PEOPLE.

HE CAME TO HIS OWN COUNTRY, BUT HIS  
OWN PEOPLE DID NOT RECEIVE HIM. SOME,  
HOW EVER, DID RECEIVE HIM AND BELIEVED IN  
HIM; SO HE GAVE THEM THE RIGHT TO BECOME 
GOD’S CHILDREN.

THE WORD BECAME A HUMAN BEING AND, FULL OF 
GRACE AND TRUTH, LIVED AMONG US.

WE SAW HIS GLORY, THE GLORY WHICH 
HE RECEIVED AS THE FATHER’S ONLY 
SON.
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This is the story  
of Jesus  

and his life on earth
Finally, the time had come, the time 
that was promised in the prophecies, 
the time that people had been hoping 
for throughout the generations. It was 
time for Jesus to be born into this world 
full of evil, sin, sickness, and death. 
There has only been one who could 
forgive us for all the wrong things we 
have done and all the mistakes we 
have made – God himself. There has 
always been a price to pay in order to 
take away man’s guilt and sin. There 
always has to be a sacrifice. Someone 
has to pay the price. Throughout the 
generations, people paid this price 
by sacrificing animals and shedding 
their blood. They had to sacrifice over 
and over again because it was never 
enough to release them from their sin 
and bring them back into relationship 

with God. 
 But finally one sacrifice would 

be made, a single sacrifice that 
was enough, once and for all, 

a sacrifice for all men for all time. That 
sacrifice would be someone who had 
no guilt in himself, but who was holy, 
clean and perfect in the eyes of God, 
someone who could pay with his own 
blood for the sin, sickness, and evil in 
all men for all time. That was Jesus! 
He was God the Father’s only son, and 
God sent him to earth because he was 
the only one who could complete the 
mission of redeeming mankind back 
to God. Jesus came as a little baby, born 
of a virgin in the town of Bethlehem in 
Israel. The time and place of Jesus com-
ing into this world was planned from 
the very beginning. He and his family 
had to flee as refugees, and he grew up 
with his mother Mary and Joseph, his 
earthly father. His mission was clear 
from the beginning – to pay for the sin 
of all men, once and for all. This is the 
story of Jesus and his life on earth.
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PEACE 
BE WITH YOU! 

THE LORD IS WITH 
YOU AND HAS GREAT-

LY BLESSED YOU!

DON’T BE AFRAID, MARY; GOD 
HAS BEEN GRACIOUS TO YOU. 
YOU WILL BECOME PREGNANT 

AND GIVE BIRTH TO A SON, AND 
YOU WILL NAME HIM JESUS.

I AM A 
VIRGIN. HOW, 

THEN, CAN THIS 
BE?

I AM THE LORD’S 
SERVANT, MAY IT 

HAPPEN TO ME AS YOU 
HAVE SAID.

THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL COME ON YOU, AND GOD’S POWER WILL REST 
UPON YOU. FOR THIS REASON THE HOLY CHILD WILL BE CALLED THE 
SON OF GOD. REMEMBER YOUR RELATIVE ELIZABETH. IT IS SAID THAT 
SHE CANNOT HAVE CHILDREN, BUT SHE HERSELF IS NOW SIX MONTHS 

PREGNANT, EVEN THOUGH SHE IS VERY OLD. FOR THERE IS 
NOTHING THAT GOD CANNOT DO.

GOD SENT THE ANGEL 
GABRIEL TO A TOWN 
IN GALILEE NAMED 
NAZARETH. HE HAD 
A MESSAGE FOR 
A YOUNG WOM-
AN PROMISED IN 
MARRIAGE TO A MAN 
NAMED JOSEPH, WHO 
WAS A DESCENDANT 
OF KING DAVID. HER 
NAME WAS MARY.
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MY COUSIN  
ELIZABETH WILL 
NEED MY HELP.

YOU ARE THE MOST BLESSED OF ALL WOMEN, AND  
BLESSED IS THE CHILD YOU WILL BEAR! WHY SHOULD  

THIS GREAT THING HAPPEN TO ME, THAT MY  
LORD’S MOTHER COMES TO VISIT ME?

FOR AS SOON AS I HEARD 
YOUR GREETING, THE BABY 
WITHIN ME JUMPED WITH 
GLADNESS.  HOW HAPPY 
YOU ARE TO BELIEVE THAT 
THE LORD’S MESSAGE TO 

YOU WILL COME TRUE!

MY 
HEART PRAISES 

THE LORD; MY SOUL IS 
GLAD BECAUSE OF GOD MY 

SAVIOR, FOR HE HAS REMEM-
BERED ME, HIS LOWLY 

SERVANT!

MARY GOT READY 
AND HURRIED OFF TO 
A TOWN IN THE HILL 
COUNTRY OF JUDEA.

FROM NOW ON ALL PEOPLE WILL CALL ME HAPPY, BECAUSE 
OF THE GREAT THINGS THE MIGHTY GOD HAS DONE FOR ME. 
HIS NAME IS HOLY; FROM ONE GENERATION TO ANOTHER HE 
SHOWS MERCY TO THOSE WHO HONOR HIM.
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AT THAT TIME EMPEROR AUGUSTUS ORDERED 
A CENSUS TO BE TAKEN THROUGHOUT THE 
ROMAN EMPIRE.

JOSEPH ALSO WENT UP FROM THE CITY OF NAZARETH,  
TO THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM, INTO JUDEA, TO REGISTER 
WITH MARY, WHO WAS PROMISED IN MARRIAGE TO HIM.

SHE WAS PREGNANT, AND 
WHILE THEY WERE IN BETHLE-
HEM, THE TIME CAME FOR HER 
TO HAVE HER BABY.
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OH!

OH! AH!

DON’T BE AFRAID! I AM HERE WITH GOOD NEWS 
FOR YOU, WHICH WILL BRING GREAT JOY TO ALL 
THE PEOPLE. THIS VERY DAY IN DAVID’S TOWN 
YOUR SAVIOR WAS BORN–CHRIST THE LORD! 
AND THIS IS WHAT WILL PROVE IT TO YOU: YOU 

WILL FIND A BABY WRAPPED IN CLOTHS AND 
LYING IN A MANGER.

LET’S GO TO BETHLEHEM AND SEE THIS THING 
THAT HAS HAPPENED, WHICH THE LORD 

HAS TOLD US.

SO THEY HURRIED OFF AND FOUND MARY 
AND JOSEPH AND SAW THE BABY LYING 
IN THE MANGER.

MARY REMEM-
BERED ALL THESE 
THINGS AND 
THOUGHT DEEPLY 
ABOUT THEM.
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GASPAR.- 
WHERE IS THE 

BABY BORN TO BE THE 
KING OF THE JEWS? WE 
SAW HIS STAR, AND WE 
HAVE COME TO WOR-

SHIP HIM.
I’VE CALLED 

YOU ALL TO ASK 
YOU WHERE THE MESSIAH 

IS TO BE BORN.

IN 
THE TOWN 

OF BETHLEHEM 
IN JUDEA, FOR 
THIS IS WHAT 
THE PROPHET 

WROTE.

GO AND MAKE A CAREFUL 
SEARCH FOR THE CHILD.

AND 
WHEN YOU 

FIND HIM, LET ME 
KNOW, SO THAT I 
TOO MAY GO AND 

WORSHIP HIM.

JESUS WAS BORN IN THE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM IN 
JUDEA, WHEN HEROD WAS KING. SOON AFTER-
WARD, SOME MEN WHO STUDIED THE STARS CAME 
FROM THE EAST TO JERUSALEM AND ASKED:

HEROD CALLED TOGETHER ALL THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE 
TEACHERS OF THE LAW.

THEN THEY RETURNED TO THEIR COUN-
TRY BY ANOTHER ROAD, SINCE GOD 
HAD WARNED THEM IN A DREAM NOT 
TO GO BACK TO HEROD. 
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HEROD WILL 
BE LOOKING 

FOR THE CHILD IN 
ORDER TO KILL HIM. 

SO GET UP, TAKE THE 
CHILD AND HIS MOTH-

ER AND ESCAPE TO 
EGYPT, AND STAY 

THERE UNTIL I TELL 
YOU TO LEAVE.

GET UP, 
TAKE THE 

CHILD AND HIS 
MOTHER, AND 

GO BACK TO THE 
LAND OF ISRAEL, 
BECAUSE THOSE 
WHO TRIED TO 
KILL THE CHILD 

ARE DEAD.

IT IS SAID THAT 
NOW HEROD’S SON 

REIGNS IN JUDEA. WE’D 
RATHER MOVE TO GALILEE, 

FAR FROM HIS  
INFLUENCE.

THE WISE MEN DISAPPEARED? THIS ISN’T 
OVER! GO TO BETHLEHEM AND TO ALL THE 
SURROUNDING COUNTRYSIDE AND KILL 

ALL THE MALE CHILDREN FROM TWO 
YEARS OLD AND UNDER!

AFTER HEROD DIED, AN AN-
GEL OF THE LORD APPEARED 
IN A DREAM TO JOSEPH.
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HAVE YOU SEEN OUR 
SON JESUS?

I THINK HE ISN’T AMONG US.  
MAYBE HE STAYED BACK IN  

JERUSALEM.

ON THAT DAY, CROWDS OF  
PEOPLE FROM ALL OVER  
GATHERED IN THE TEMPLE.

WHEN THE FESTI-
VAL WAS OVER, 
THE CARAVAN 
TURNED BACK 
HOME. JESUS’ 
PARENTS BELIEVED 
THAT THE CHILD 
WAS AMONG THE 
PEOPLE.

THEY DID NOT FIND HIM, SO 
THEY WENT BACK TO JERUSA-
LEM LOOKING FOR HIM.

JOSEPH AND MARY WENT TO JERUSALEM EVERY YEAR AT THE PASSOVER  
FESTIVAL. WHEN JESUS WAS TWELVE YEARS OLD, HE WENT WITH THEM.
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SON, WHY HAVE YOU DONE 
THIS TO US? YOUR FATHER AND 

I HAVE BEEN TERRIBLY WOR-
RIED TRYING TO FIND 

YOU.

WHY 
DID YOU 

HAVE TO LOOK 
FOR ME? DIDN’T YOU 
KNOW THAT I HAD TO 
BE IN MY FATHER’S 

HOUSE?

OH!

SO JESUS WENT BACK WITH THEM TO NAZARETH, WHERE HE WAS 
OBEDIENT TO THEM. HIS MOTHER TREASURED ALL THESE THINGS 
IN HER HEART. JESUS GREW BOTH IN BODY AND IN WISDOM, 
GAINING FAVOR WITH GOD AND PEOPLE.

JESUS WAS 
SITTING WITH 
THE JEWISH 
TEACHERS, LIS-
TENING TO THEM 
AND ASKING 
QUESTIONS. ALL 
WHO HEARD HIM 
WERE AMAZED AT 
HIS INTELLIGENT 
ANSWERS.
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I AM THE VOICE OF SOME-
ONE SHOUTING IN THE DESERT: 
PREPARE A ROAD FOR THE LORD! 
TURN AWAY FROM YOUR SINS, 

BECAUSE THE KINGDOM OF 
HEAVEN IS NEAR!

I BAPTIZE WITH WATER, BUT AMONG YOU STANDS  
ONE YOU DO NOT KNOW. HE IS COMING AFTER ME,  

BUT I AM NOT GOOD ENOUGH EVEN TO  
UNTIE HIS SANDALS. HE WILL BAPTIZE YOU  

WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT.

THERE IS THE LAMB OF GOD, WHO 
TAKES AWAY THE SIN OF THE 

WORLD! I CAME BAPTIZING WITH 
WATER IN ORDER TO MAKE HIM 
KNOWN TO THE PEOPLE OF 

ISRAEL.

MANY PEOPLE FROM THE PROVINCE OF JUDEA AND THE 
CITY OF JERUSALEM WENT OUT TO HEAR JOHN. THEY 
CONFESSED THEIR SINS, AND HE BAPTIZED THEM IN THE 
JORDAN RIVER.

WHEN JESUS WAS THIRTY YEARS OLD, JOHN 
WAS IN THE DESERT, BAPTIZING AND PREACH-
ING THE BAPTISM OF REPENTANCE FOR FOR-
GIVENESS OF SINS.
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I OUGHT TO BE 
BAPTIZED BY YOU, 
AND YET YOU HAVE 

COME TO ME!

LET IT BE SO FOR 
NOW. FOR IN THIS WAY 
WE SHALL DO ALL THAT 

GOD REQUIRES.

YOU ARE MY OWN DEAR  
SON. I AM PLEASED  

WITH YOU.

I SAW THE SPIRIT COME DOWN 
LIKE A DOVE FROM HEAVEN AND 
STAY ON HIM. I HAVE SEEN IT, 
AND I TELL YOU THAT HE IS 

THE SON OF GOD.
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IF YOU 
ARE GOD’S 

SON, ORDER THESE 
STONES TO TURN 

INTO BREAD.

IF YOU ARE 
GOD’S SON, 

THROW YOURSELF 
DOWN. 

THE SCRIPTURE SAYS, ‘HUMAN BEINGS CANNOT 
LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT NEED EVERY 

WORD THAT GOD SPEAKS.’

AFTER BEING BAPTIZED  
IN THE JORDAN, THE SPIRIT  

LED JESUS INTO THE DESERT  
TO BE TEMPTED BY THE DEVIL.

THEN THE DEVIL 
TOOK JESUS TO 
JERUSALEM AND 
SET HIM ON THE 
HIGHEST POINT 
OF THE TEMPLE.
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THE SCRIPTURE SAYS, ‘GOD WILL GIVE ORDERS TO HIS ANGELS 
ABOUT YOU; THEY WILL HOLD YOU UP WITH THEIR HANDS, 

SO THAT NOT EVEN YOUR FEET WILL BE HURT ON THE 
STONES.’

BUT THE SCRIP-
TURE ALSO SAYS, 

‘DO NOT PUT THE LORD 
YOUR GOD TO THE 

TEST.’

I WILL 
GIVE YOU ALL 

THIS POWER AND ALL 
THIS WEALTH. ALL THIS 
WILL BE YOURS, THEN, IF 

YOU WORSHIP ME.

GO AWAY, SATAN! 
THE SCRIPTURE SAYS, 

‘WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR 
GOD AND SERVE ONLY 

HIM!’

THEN THE DEVIL TOOK JESUS TO  
A VERY HIGH MOUNTAIN.
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THE RIGHT TIME HAS COME, AND 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS NEAR! 
TURN AWAY FROM YOUR SINS 

AND BELIEVE THE  
GOOD NEWS!

PUSH 
THE BOAT OUT FUR-

THER TO THE DEEP WATER, 
AND LET DOWN YOUR NETS 

FOR A CATCH.

MASTER, MY BROTHER ANDREW AND I WORKED HARD 
ALL NIGHT LONG AND CAUGHT NOTHING. BUT IF YOU 

SAY SO, I WILL LET DOWN THE NETS.

JESUS WENT ALL OVER GALILEE, TEACHING IN 
THE SYNAGOGUES, PREACHING THE GOOD NEWS 
ABOUT THE KINGDOM, AND HEALING PEOPLE WHO 
HAD ALL KINDS OF DISEASE AND SICKNESS.
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JAMES, 
JOHN! COME 
ON OVER TO 

HELP US!

GO AWAY 
FROM ME, LORD! 
I AM A SINFUL 

MAN!

DON’T 
BE AFRAID; 

FROM NOW ON 
YOU WILL BE 
CATCHING 
PEOPLE
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FOLLOW 
ME.

WHY DOES YOUR TEACHER  
EAT WITH SUCH PEOPLE? PEOPLE WHO ARE WELL 

DO NOT NEED A DOCTOR, 
BUT ONLY THOSE WHO ARE 

SICK. I HAVE NOT COME TO CALL 
RESPECTABLE PEOPLE, BUT 

OUTCASTS.

JESUS SAW A 
TAX COLLEC-
TOR, NAMED 
MATTHEW, 

SITTING IN HIS 
OFFICE.
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PETER 
AND AN-
DREW.

JAMES AND 
JOHN.

PHILIP 
AND BAR-

THOLOMEW.

THOMAS 
AND  

MATTHEW.

JAMES SON OF ALPHAEUS. 
SIMON THE PATRIOT.

THADDAEUS 
AND JUDAS IS-

CARIOT.

THE TWELVE OF 
YOU WILL BE NAMED 

APOSTLES. FROM 
NOW ON, YOU WILL 
BE WITH ME. I WILL 
SEND YOU OUT TO 
PREACH AND I WILL 
GIVE YOU AUTHOR-
ITY TO HEAL EVERY 
DISEASE AND EV-
ERY SICKNESS.
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THEY 
ARE OUT OF 

WINE.

YOU MUST NOT 
TELL ME WHAT TO DO. 
MY TIME HAS NOT YET 

COME.

JESUS AND HIS 
DISCIPLES WERE 
INVITED TO A 
WEDDING IN CANA 
IN GALILEE. MARY, 
JESUS’ MOTHER, 
WAS ALSO THERE.
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DO WHAT-
EVER HE TELLS 

YOU.

FILL THESE JARS  
WITH WATER.

NOW DRAW SOME WATER OUT AND TAKE 
IT TO THE MAN IN CHARGE OF THE 

FEAST.

MMMMH!

EVERYONE ELSE SERVES THE BEST WINE FIRST, AND 
AFTER THE GUESTS HAVE DRUNK A LOT, HE SERVES 
THE ORDINARY WINE. BUT YOU HAVE KEPT THE 

BEST WINE UNTIL NOW!
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HAPPY 
ARE THOSE WHO 

ARE HUMBLE; THEY WILL 
RECEIVE WHAT GOD 

HAS PROMISED!

HAPPY 
ARE THOSE WHOSE 

GREATEST DESIRE IS TO 
DO WHAT GOD REQUIRES; 
GOD WILL SATISFY THEM 

FULLY!

HAPPY 
ARE THOSE WHO 

KNOW THEY ARE SPIRITUAL-
LY POOR; THE KINGDOM OF 

HEAVEN BELONGS TO 
THEM! 

HAPPY ARE THOSE WHO MOURN; 
GOD WILL COMFORT THEM! 

JESUS SAW THE CROWDS AND  
WENT UP A HILL, WHERE HE SAT 
DOWN. HIS DISCIPLES GATHERED 
AROUND HIM, AND HE BEGAN TO 
TEACH THEM.
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HAPPY 
ARE THOSE WHO 

ARE MERCIFUL TO OTH-
ERS; GOD WILL BE MER-

CIFUL TO THEM! 

HAPPY ARE THE 
PURE IN HEART; 

THEY WILL SEE GOD!

HAPPY ARE THOSE 
WHO WORK FOR PEACE; 
GOD WILL CALL THEM 

HIS CHILDREN!

HAPPY 
ARE THOSE WHO 

ARE PERSECUTED BECAUSE 
THEY DO WHAT GOD REQUIRES; 

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 
BELONGS TO THEM!

HAPPY ARE YOU WHEN PEOPLE INSULT YOU 
AND PERSECUTE YOU AND TELL ALL KINDS OF 
EVIL LIES AGAINST YOU BECAUSE YOU ARE MY 

FOLLOWERS.  BE HAPPY AND GLAD, FOR A 
GREAT REWARD IS KEPT FOR YOU IN 

HEAVEN.
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FIRST TAKE THE LOG 
OUT OF YOUR OWN 
EYE, AND THEN YOU 

WILL BE ABLE TO SEE 
CLEARLY TO TAKE 
THE SPECK OUT OF 

YOUR BROTHER’S 
EYE.

YOU HAVE HEARD THAT IT WAS SAID, ‘AN EYE 
FOR AN EYE, AND A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH.’ BUT 
NOW I TELL YOU: DO NOT TAKE REVENGE ON 
SOMEONE WHO WRONGS YOU. IF ANYONE 

SLAPS YOU ON THE RIGHT CHEEK, LET HIM 
SLAP YOUR LEFT CHEEK TOO. AND IF SOME-
ONE WANTS YOUR SHIRT, LET HIM HAVE 

YOUR COAT AS WELL.

DO NOT JUDGE OTHERS, 
AND GOD WILL NOT JUDGE 

YOU; DO NOT CONDEMN, AND 
GOD WILL NOT CONDEMN 
YOU; FORGIVE, AND GOD 

WILL FORGIVE YOU.

WHY DO YOU 
LOOK AT THE 
SPECK IN YOUR 
BROTHER’S EYE 

AND PAY NO AT-
TENTION TO THE 
LOG IN YOUR 
OWN EYE?

HOW YOU SAY 
TO YOUR BROTHER, 

‘PLEASE, LET ME TAKE 
THAT SPECK OUT OF 

YOUR EYE,’ WHEN YOU 
HAVE A LOG IN YOUR 

OWN EYE?

GIVE TO EVERYONE WHO ASKS YOU 
FOR SOMETHING, AND WHEN SOMEONE 

TAKES WHAT IS YOURS, DO NOT 
ASK FOR IT BACK.
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YOU HAVE HEARD THAT 
IT WAS SAID, ‘LOVE YOUR 

FRIENDS, HATE YOUR 
ENEMIES.’

BUT NOW I TELL YOU: LOVE 
YOUR ENEMIES AND PRAY FOR 
THOSE WHO PERSECUTE YOU. 
DO FOR OTHERS JUST WHAT 
YOU WANT THEM TO DO FOR 

YOU.

IF YOU LOVE ONLY THE 
PEOPLE WHO LOVE YOU, 

WHY SHOULD YOU RECEIVE A 
BLESSING? EVEN SINNERS 

LOVE THOSE WHO LOVE 
THEM!

NO! LOVE YOUR ENEMIES AND DO GOOD TO THEM. YOU WILL THEN 
HAVE A GREAT REWARD, AND YOU WILL BE CHILDREN OF THE 

MOST HIGH GOD. FOR HE IS GOOD TO THE UN-
GRATEFUL AND THE WICKED.

BE MERCIFUL JUST AS YOUR 
FATHER IS MERCIFUL.
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LORD, 
TEACH US TO 

PRAY.

THIS IS HOW YOU SHOULD 
PRAY: OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN, 

MAY YOUR HOLY NAME BE 
HONORED.

MAY YOUR KINGDOM COME; MAY YOUR  
WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS  

IN HEAVEN. 

GIVE US TODAY 
THE FOOD WE NEED. 

FORGIVE US THE WRONGS 
WE HAVE DONE, AS WE FOR-

GIVE THE WRONGS THAT 
OTHERS HAVE DONE TO 

US. 

DO NOT BRING US  
TO HARD TESTING, BUT 

KEEP US SAFE FROM  
THE EVIL ONE.
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DO NOT BE WORRIED ABOUT FOOD 
AND DRINK, OR ABOUT CLOTHES. 
YOUR FATHER IN HEAVEN KNOWS THAT 
YOU NEED ALL THESE THINGS. SEEK 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND DO 
WHAT HE REQUIRES OF YOU, AND 
HE WILL PROVIDE YOU WITH ALL 
THESE OTHER THINGS.

DO NOT WORRY ABOUT 
TOMORROW; IT WILL HAVE 

ENOUGH WORRIES OF ITS OWN. 
THERE IS NO NEED TO ADD TO 

THE TROUBLES EACH DAY 
BRINGS.

ASK, AND YOU WILL 
RECEIVE; SEEK, AND 

YOU WILL FIND; KNOCK, 
AND THE DOOR WILL BE 
OPENED TO YOU. FOR 
EVERYONE WHO ASKS 

WILL RECEIVE, AND 
ANYONE WHO SEEKS 

WILL FIND.

WOULD ANY OF 
YOU WHO ARE FATHERS 

GIVE YOUR SON A STONE WHEN HE 
ASKS FOR BREAD? AS BAD AS YOU ARE, 

YOU KNOW HOW TO GIVE GOOD THINGS TO 
YOUR CHILDREN. HOW MUCH MORE, THEN, WILL 
YOUR FATHER IN HEAVEN GIVE GOOD THINGS TO 

THOSE WHO ASK HIM!

WHEN JESUS FINISHED SAYING THESE THINGS, THE 
CROWD WAS AMAZED AT THE WAY HE TAUGHT.  HE 

WASN’T LIKE THE TEACHERS OF THE LAW; INSTEAD, HE 
TAUGHT WITH AUTHORITY.
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HOW 
MUCH 
FAITH!

ON ONE OF THOSE DAYS, JESUS WAS TEACHING IN CAPERNAUM. 
SO MANY PEOPLE CAME TOGETHER THAT THERE WAS NO ROOM 
LEFT, NOT EVEN OUT IN FRONT OF THE DOOR.

FOUR MEN ARRIVED, CARRYING A PARALYZED MAN, BUT THEY 
COULD NOT GET THE MAN TO HIM BECAUSE OF THE CROWD.
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COURAGE, MY SON! YOUR SINS  
ARE FORGIVEN.

GET UP, PICK UP 
YOUR MAT, AND 

GO HOME!

OH!

OH!

GLORY TO 
GOD!

WE HAVE 
NEVER SEEN 

ANYTHING LIKE 
THIS!

THIS IS BLASPHEMY!

GOD IS THE ONLY 
ONE WHO CAN FOR-

GIVE SINS!

PHARISEES AND TEACHERS OF THE 
LAW: WHY DO YOU THINK SUCH 
THINGS? IS IT EASIER TO SAY TO THIS 
PARALYZED MAN, ‘YOUR SINS ARE 
FORGIVEN,’ OR TO SAY, ‘GET UP, PICK 
UP YOUR MAT, AND WALK’? 
I WILL PROVE TO 
YOU, THEN, THAT THE 
SON OF MAN HAS 
AUTHORITY ON 
EARTH TO FOR-
GIVE SINS.
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WHO 
TOUCHED 

ME?

MAS-
TER, THE PEO-

PLE ARE ALL AROUND 
YOU AND CROWDING 

IN ON YOU.

MASTER, IT WAS ME. I 
TOUCHED YOUR GARMENT. 
I WAS LOSING BLOOD BUT 

NOW I AM HEALED.

WOMAN, YOUR FAITH HAS 
MADE YOU WELL. GO IN 
PEACE, AND BE HEALED 

OF YOUR TROUBLE.

YOUR DAUGHTER HAS DIED. WHY BOTHER 
THE TEACHER ANY LONGER?

SOMEONE TOUCHED 
ME, FOR I KNEW IT 

WHEN POWER WENT 
OUT OF ME.

MY DAUGHTER IS VERY SICK. PLEASE COME AND 
PLACE YOUR HANDS ON HER, SO THAT SHE 

WILL GET WELL AND LIVE!

IF ONLY I 
TOUCH HIS 

CLOAK, I WILL 
GET WELL.

JESUS WENT BACK TO THE OTHER SIDE OF THE 
SEA OF GALILEE. THERE AT THE LAKESIDE A LARGE 
CROWD GATHERED AROUND HIM. 

THERE WAS A WOMAN IN THE CROWD WHO HAD SUF-
FERED TERRIBLY FROM SEVERE BLEEDING FOR TWELVE 
YEARS.

THEN JAIRUS, AN OFFICIAL OF THE LOCAL SYNAGOGUE, ARRIVED.
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DON’T BE AFRAID. 
ONLY BELIEVE, 

AND SHE WILL BE 
HEALED.

WHY ALL THIS 
CONFUSION? WHY ARE 

YOU CRYING? THE CHILD 
IS NOT DEAD; SHE IS 

ONLY SLEEPING!

GIRL,  
GET UP!

MY 
DAUGH-

TER!

NO ONE SHOULD 
KNOW THIS. AND NOW, 
GIVE HER SOMETHING 

TO EAT.

AAAAAH!

AAAAAH!
AAAAAH!
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IT IS ALREADY VERY LATE, AND THIS IS A LONELY 
PLACE. SEND THE PEOPLE AWAY, AND LET THEM 
GO TO THE NEARBY FARMS AND VILLAGES IN 
ORDER TO BUY THEMSELVES SOMETHING 

TO EAT.

YOU 
YOURSELVES 

GIVE THEM SOME-
THING TO EAT.

HOW MUCH 
BREAD DO YOU 

HAVE?

FOR EVERYONE TO HAVE EVEN A LITTLE, IT 
WOULD TAKE MORE THAN TWO HUNDRED 

SILVER COINS TO BUY ENOUGH 
BREAD.

MAKE THE 
PEOPLE SIT 

DOWN.

THERE IS A BOY 
HERE WHO HAS FIVE 

LOAVES OF BARLEY BREAD 
AND TWO FISH. BUT THEY WILL 
CERTAINLY NOT BE ENOUGH 

FOR ALL THESE PEOPLE.

BLESSED ARE YOU, LORD, GOD 
OF ALL CREATION. THROUGH YOUR 
GOODNESS WE HAVE THIS BREAD 

TO OFFER, WHICH EARTH HAS 
GIVEN AND HUMAN HANDS 

HAVE MADE.

JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES STARTED OUT 
IN A BOAT BY THEMSELVES TO A LONELY 
PLACE, TO REST A WHILE. THE PEOPLE 
HEARD ABOUT IT, SO THEY LEFT THEIR 
TOWNS AND FOLLOWED HIM BY LAND.

WHEN JESUS GOT OUT OF THE BOAT, HE SAW THIS LARGE CROWD, AND HIS 
HEART WAS FILLED WITH PITY FOR THEM, BECAUSE THEY WERE LIKE SHEEP 
WITHOUT A SHEPHERD.
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TEACHER, EVERYONE 
ATE AND HAD  

ENOUGH.

SURELY THIS IS THE PROPHET 
WHO WAS TO COME INTO THE 

WORLD!

GATHER THE 
PIECES LEFT  

OVER; LET US  
NOT WASTE  

A BIT.
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LOOK!

IT’S A 
GHOST!

COUR-
AGE! IT IS I.  
DON’T BE 
AFRAID!

LORD, IF IT 
IS REALLY YOU, 

ORDER ME TO COME 
OUT ON THE WATER 

TO YOU.

AFTER JESUS SENT AWAY THE MULTITUDES WHO THEY FED 
WITH BREAD AND FISHES, HE MADE THE DISCIPLES GET INTO 
THE BOAT AND GO ON AHEAD TO THE OTHER SIDE OF THE LAKE 
OF GALILEE.

AFTER SENDING THE PEOPLE AWAY, HE WENT UP A HILL BY 
HIMSELF TO PRAY.
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COME!

SAVE ME, 
LORD!

WHAT LITTLE 
FAITH YOU HAVE! 

WHY DID YOU 
DOUBT?

TRULY YOU 
ARE THE SON 

OF GOD!
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LET THE CHILDREN COME 
TO ME, AND DO NOT STOP 
THEM, BECAUSE THE KING-

DOM OF GOD BELONGS 
TO SUCH AS THESE.

I ASSURE YOU THAT 
WHOEVER DOES NOT RECEIVE 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD LIKE 

A CHILD WILL NEVER 
ENTER IT.

GOOD TEACHER, WHAT MUST 
I DO TO RECEIVE ETERNAL 

LIFE?

WHY DO YOU 
CALL ME GOOD. NO 

ONE IS GOOD EXCEPT 
GOD ALONE. KEEP THE 

COMMANDMENTS IF 
YOU WANT TO ENTER 

LIFE.

WHICH 
ONES?

DO NOT 
COMMIT 

MURDER; DO NOT 
COMMIT ADULTERY; 
DO NOT STEAL; DO 

NOT ACCUSE ANYONE 
FALSELY; RESPECT 
YOUR FATHER AND 

YOUR MOTHER.

TEACHER, I HAVE 
OBEYED ALL THESE 

COMMANDMENTS. WHAT 
ELSE DO I NEED TO 

DO?

IF 
YOU WANT 

TO BE PERFECT, 
GO AND SELL ALL 

YOU HAVE AND GIVE THE 
MONEY TO THE POOR, AND 

YOU WILL HAVE RICHES 
IN HEAVEN; THEN COME 

AND FOLLOW ME.

SOME PEOPLE BROUGHT CHILDREN TO JESUS 
FOR HIM TO PLACE HIS HANDS ON THEM, BUT 
THE DISCIPLES SCOLDED THE PEOPLE.
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THIS IS IMPOSSI-
BLE FOR HUMAN BE-

INGS BUT EVERYTHING 
IS POSSIBLE FOR 

GOD.

LOOK, WE 
HAVE LEFT 

EVERYTHING AND 
FOLLOWED YOU. 
WHAT DO WE 

GET?

ANYONE WHO LEAVES HOME OR WIFE OR 
BROTHERS OR PARENTS OR CHILDREN FOR 
THE SAKE OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD WILL 
RECEIVE MUCH MORE IN THIS PRESENT 
AGE AND ETERNAL LIFE IN THE AGE 

TO COME.

WHO, THEN, 
CAN BE SAVED?

MY CHILDREN, HOW HARD IT IS TO ENTER THE  
KINGDOM OF GOD! IT IS MUCH HARDER FOR A  

RICH PERSON TO ENTER THE KINGDOM OF  
GOD THAN FOR A CAMEL TO GO THROUGH 

THE EYE OF A NEEDLE.

WHOEVER WANTS 
TO BE FIRST MUST 

PLACE HIMSELF LAST OF 
ALL AND BE THE SERVANT OF 

ALL. UNLESS YOU BECOME LIKE 
CHILDREN, YOU WILL NEVER 

ENTER THE KINGDOM OF 
HEAVEN.

THE 
GREATEST IN THE 

KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 
IS THE ONE WHO HUMBLES 
HIMSELF AND BECOMES 

LIKE THIS CHILD.

LORD, 
WHO IS THE 

GREATEST IN THE 
KINGDOM OF 

HEAVEN?
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LISTEN, SIR! I 
WILL GIVE HALF 
MY BELONGINGS 
TO THE POOR, AND 
IF I HAVE CHEATED 

ANYONE, I WILL PAY 
BACK FOUR TIMES 

AS MUCH.

ONCE THERE WAS A MAN 
WHO WAS ABOUT TO 

LEAVE HOME ON A TRIP; 
HE CALLED HIS SERVANTS 
AND PUT THEM IN CHARGE 
OF HIS PROPERTY. HE GAVE 

TO EACH ONE ACCORD-
ING TO HIS ABILITY: FIVE 

THOUSAND GOLD COINS, 
TWO THOUSAND, AND 

ONE THOUSAND.

HURRY DOWN, ZAC-
CHAEUS, BECAUSE I MUST 

STAY IN YOUR HOUSE 
TODAY.

THIS 
MAN HAS GONE 

AS A GUEST TO THE 
HOME OF A SINNER, A 

TAX COLLECTOR!

SALVATION HAS 
COME TO THIS 
HOUSE TODAY. 

THE SON OF MAN 
CAME TO SEEK 
AND TO SAVE 

THE LOST.

JESUS ENTERED AND WAS PASSING THROUGH JERICHO. A RICH 
MAN NAMED ZACCHAEUS CLIMBED UP INTO A TREE. HE WAS TRYING 
TO SEE WHO JESUS WAS, AND COULDN’T BECAUSE OF THE CROWD, 
BECAUSE HE WAS SHORT.

THE SERVANT WHO HAD RECEIVED FIVE THOU-
SAND COINS WENT AT ONCE AND INVEST-
ED HIS MONEY AND EARNED ANOTHER FIVE 
THOUSAND.
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YOU GAVE ME 
TWO THOU-

SAND COINS, 
SIR. HERE ARE 
ANOTHER TWO 

THOUSAND 
THAT I HAVE 

EARNED.

WELL DONE, YOU GOOD 
AND FAITHFUL SERVANT! 

YOU HAVE BEEN FAITHFUL IN 
MANAGING SMALL AMOUNTS, 

SO I WILL PUT YOU IN 
CHARGE OF LARGE 

AMOUNTS.

SIR, I KNOW YOU ARE A HARD MAN; YOU REAP 
HARVESTS WHERE YOU DID NOT PLANT, AND 
YOU GATHER CROPS WHERE YOU DID NOT 
SCATTER SEED. I WENT OFF AND HID YOUR 

MONEY IN THE GROUND. HERE IS WHAT 
BELONGS TO YOU.

THE SERVANT WHO HAD RECEIVED TWO 
THOUSAND COINS EARNED ANOTHER 
TWO THOUSAND.

BUT THE SERVANT WHO HAD RECEIVED ONE 
THOUSAND COINS WENT OFF, DUG A HOLE 
IN THE GROUND, AND HID HIS MASTER’S 
MONEY.

AFTER A LONG TIME THE MASTER OF THOSE SER-
VANTS CAME BACK AND SETTLED ACCOUNTS WITH 
THEM.  THE SERVANT WHO HAD RECEIVED FIVE 
THOUSAND COINS CAME IN.

THEN THE SERVANT WHO HAD BEEN GIVEN TWO 
THOUSAND COINS CAME IN.

THEN THE SERVANT WHO HAD RECEIVED ONE 
THOUSAND COINS CAME IN.

YOU GAVE ME FIVE THOUSAND COINS, SIR. 
HERE ARE ANOTHER FIVE THOUSAND 

THAT I HAVE EARNED.

WELL DONE, YOU GOOD 
AND FAITHFUL SERVANT! YOU 
HAVE BEEN FAITHFUL IN MAN-
AGING SMALL AMOUNTS, SO I 

WILL PUT YOU IN CHARGE 
OF LARGE AMOUNTS.

YOU BAD AND LAZY SERVANT! YOU KNEW THAT 
I REAP HARVESTS WHERE I DID NOT PLANT, AND 

GATHER CROPS WHERE I DID NOT SCATTER SEED. 
YOU SHOULD HAVE DEPOSITED MY MONEY IN THE 
BANK, AND I WOULD HAVE RECEIVED IT ALL BACK 

WITH INTEREST WHEN I RETURNED.

NOW, TAKE THE MONEY 
AWAY FROM HIM! FOR TO 
EVERY PERSON WHO HAS 
SOMETHING, EVEN MORE 

WILL BE GIVEN; BUT THE 
PERSON WHO HAS 
NOTHING, EVEN THE 
LITTLE THAT HE HAS 

WILL BE TAKEN AWAY 
FROM HIM.

AS FOR THIS 
USELESS SER-

VANT, THROW HIM 
OUTSIDE IN THE 

DARKNESS; THERE 
HE WILL CRY AND 

GNASH HIS 
TEETH.
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AS THEY WENT ON THEIR WAY, HE CAME TO A VILLAGE NAMED BETHANY, 
NEXT TO JERUSALEM, WHERE A WOMAN NAMED MARTHA WELCOMED HIM 
IN HER HOME.

SOME TIME LATER LAZARUS, 
THE BROTHER OF MARTHA AND 
MARY, BECAME SICK.

THE SISTERS 
THEREFORE WARNED 
JESUS.

LORD, DON’T YOU CARE THAT MY SISTER 
HAS LEFT ME TO DO ALL THE WORK BY 

MYSELF? TELL HER TO COME AND 
HELP ME!

MARTHA, 
MARTHA! YOU ARE 

WORRIED AND TROUBLED 
OVER SO MANY THINGS, BUT 
JUST ONE IS NEEDED. MARY 

HAS CHOSEN THE RIGHT 
THING, AND IT WILL NOT BE 

TAKEN AWAY FROM 
HER.

LORD, YOUR 
DEAR FRIEND IS 

SICK.

LET US GO BACK TO JUDEA. OUR 
FRIEND LAZARUS HAS FALLEN 
ASLEEP, BUT I WILL GO AND 

WAKE HIM UP.

IF HE IS ASLEEP, 
LORD, HE WILL 

GET WELL.

LAZARUS IS DEAD, BUT FOR YOUR SAKE I AM GLAD THAT I 
WAS NOT WITH HIM, SO THAT YOU WILL BELIEVE. LET 

US GO TO HIM.
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SO WHEN 
JESUS 
CAME...

IF YOU HAD BEEN HERE, LORD, MY 
BROTHER WOULD NOT HAVE DIED! BUT 

I KNOW THAT EVEN NOW GOD WILL 
GIVE YOU WHATEVER YOU 

ASK HIM FOR.

YOUR 
BROTHER WILL 
RISE TO LIFE.

I KNOW THAT 
HE WILL RISE 

TO LIFE ON THE 
LAST DAY.

THE 
TEACHER IS 

HERE, AND IS ASK-
ING FOR YOU.

IF YOU 
HAD BEEN 

HERE, MY BROTHER 
WOULD NOT HAVE 

DIED!

WHERE HAVE 
YOU BURIED 

HIM?

COME 
AND SEE, 
LORD.

SEE HOW MUCH  
HE LOVED HIM! HE HAS DONE 

SO MANY MIRA-
CLES, HASN’T HE? 

COULD HE NOT HAVE 
KEPT LAZARUS FROM 

DYING?

I AM THE RESURRECTION 
AND THE LIFE. THOSE WHO 
BELIEVE IN ME WILL LIVE, 
EVEN THOUGH THEY DIE; 
AND THOSE WHO LIVE AND 

BELIEVE IN 
ME WILL 
NEVER DIE. 
DO YOU 
BELIEVE 
THIS?

YES, LORD! I DO 
BELIEVE THAT YOU 
ARE THE MESSIAH, 
THE SON OF GOD, 
WHO WAS TO 
COME INTO THE 
WORLD.
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TAKE 
THE STONE 

AWAY!

THERE WILL BE A BAD 
SMELL, LORD. HE HAS 

BEEN BURIED FOUR 
DAYS!

DIDN’T 
I TELL YOU 
THAT YOU 
WOULD SEE 

GOD’S GLORY 
IF YOU BE-
LIEVED?

THANK 
YOU, FATHER, 

THAT YOU LISTEN TO ME. 
I KNOW THAT YOU ALWAYS 

LISTEN TO ME, BUT I SAY THIS 
FOR THE SAKE OF THE PEOPLE 

HERE, SO THAT THEY WILL 
BELIEVE THAT YOU 

SENT ME.

LAZARUS, 
COME OUT!

OH! OH!
UNTIE HIM 

AND LET HIM 
GO.
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Jesus told  
many parables

Jesus started his mission at the 
age of 30. His mission here on 
earth was complete when he was 
about 33 years old. He walked 
around with his best friends, the 
disciples. They were ordinary men 
who had been chosen by Jesus to 
become his special followers. But 
there were also many other people 
who loved Jesus and wanted to be 
with him, both men and women. 
Jesus spent all of his time with 
his disciples and other followers 
for about three years. Everywhere 
they went, people crowded around 
Jesus. Ordinary people loved him 
and they loved to be with him. He 
healed the sick and gave people a 
new chance at life. He was filled 
with love and compassion for 

those who had been neglected by 
the elite of society. The religious 
elite hated Jesus. They were jealous 
and angry that Jesus was a friend 
to sinners.
 Jesus was also a teacher. He told 
many parables, or stories from 
real life, as a way to explain the 
kingdom of God. That way people 
could understand what their 
Heavenly Father was like. Through 
parables he also described what 
heaven would be like. He taught 
them about the most important 
things in life. He helped people 
understand how to live in the right 
way and he showed them what 
was truly valuable and important 
in life. 
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The Lost Sheep
LUKE  1 5 : 1 - 7

One day when many tax col-
lectors and other outcasts 

came to listen to Jesus, the Phari-
sees and the teachers of the Law 
started grumbling, “This man 
welcomes outcasts and even eats 
with them!” So Jesus told them 
this parable:
 “Suppose one of you has a 
hundred sheep and loses one of 
them—what do you do? You leave 
the other ninety-nine sheep in 
the pasture and go looking for the 

one that got lost until you find it. 
When you find it, you are so happy 
that you put it on your shoulders 
and carry it back home. Then you 
call your friends and neighbors 
together and say to them, ‘I am so 
happy I found my lost sheep. Let 
us celebrate!’ In the same way, 
I tell you, there will be more joy 
in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine re-
spectable people who do not need 
to repent.”

Comments
It is easy to get lost. Not knowing 
the way home can be very scary. 
But it is good to know that there 
is a way back home. It is also good 
to know that not only are you 
trying to find your way home, but 
someone else is out there looking 

for you – and they would never 

give up until they have found you. 
It is the same way with God. 
 He is always looking for you. He 
will never give up until he finds 
you. Jesus described himself as the 
Good Shepherd who would never 
give up until he finds what is lost.
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ON THE WAY TO JERUSALEM, MANY TAX COLLECTORS AND OTHER 
OUTCASTS CAME TO LISTEN TO JESUS.

WHEN YOU FIND IT, 
YOU ARE SO HAPPY 
THAT YOU PUT IT ON 
YOUR SHOULDERS 

AND CARRY IT BACK 
HOME. THEN YOU CALL 

YOUR FRIENDS AND 
NEIGHBORS TOGETHER 
AND SAY TO THEM, ‘I 

AM SO HAPPY I FOUND 
MY LOST SHEEP!’ 

THIS 
MAN WEL-

COMES OUTCASTS 
AND EVEN EATS 

WITH THEM! 

SUPPOSE ONE OF YOU HAS A 
HUNDRED SHEEP AND LOSES ONE OF 
THEM. YOU LEAVE THE OTHER NINE-

TY-NINE SHEEP IN THE PASTURE AND 
GO LOOKING FOR THE ONE THAT 

GOT LOST UNTIL YOU FIND 
IT. 
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WHEN THE HIRED MAN SEES A WOLF COMING, HE LEAVES THE SHEEP AND 
RUNS AWAY; SO THE WOLF SNATCHES THE SHEEP AND SCATTERS THEM. 
THE HIRED MAN RUNS AWAY BECAUSE HE IS ONLY A HIRED MAN AND DOES 
NOT CARE ABOUT THE SHEEP. 

IN THE SAME 
WAY, I TELL YOU, 

THERE WILL BE MORE 
JOY IN HEAVEN OVER 

ONE SINNER WHO 
REPENTS THAN OVER 

NINETY-NINE RESPECT-
ABLE PEOPLE WHO 
DO NOT NEED TO 

REPENT.

I AM 
THE GOOD 

SHEPHERD, WHO IS 
WILLING TO DIE FOR 

THE SHEEP.

I AM 
THE GOOD SHEP-

HERD. AS THE FATHER 
KNOWS ME AND I KNOW THE 
FATHER, IN THE SAME WAY I 
KNOW MY SHEEP AND THEY 

KNOW ME.
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Jesus went on to say, “There was 

once a man who had two sons. 

The younger one said to him, ‘Father, 

give me my share of the property 

now.’ So the man divided his property 

between his two sons. After a few 

days the younger son sold his part 

of the property and left home with 

the money. He went to a country far 

away, where he wasted his money in 

reckless living. He spent everything he 

had. Then a severe famine spread over 

that country, and he was left without a 

thing. So he went to work for one of the 

citizens of that country, who sent him 

out to his farm to take care of the pigs. 

He wished he could fill himself with the 

bean pods the pigs ate, but no one gave 

him anything to eat. At last he came 

to his senses and said, ‘All my father’s 

hired workers have more than they 

can eat, and here I am about to starve! 

I will get up and go to my father and 

say, “Father, I have sinned against God 

and against you. I am no longer fit to be 

called your son; treat me as one of your 

hired workers.” So he got up and started 

back to his father.

 He was still a long way from home 

when his father saw him; his heart was 

filled with pity, and he ran, threw his 

arms around his son, and kissed him. 

‘Father,’ the son said, ‘I have sinned 

against God and against you. I am no 

longer fit to be called your son.’ But the 

father called to his servants. ‘Hurry!’ 

he said. ‘Bring the best robe and put 

it on him. Put a ring on his finger and 

shoes on his feet. Then go and get the 

prize calf and kill it, and let us celebrate 

with a feast! For this son of mine was 

dead, but now he is alive; he was lost, 

but now he has been found.’ And so the 

feasting began.

 In the meantime the older son was 

out in the field. On his way back, when 

he came close to the house, he heard 

the music and dancing. So he called one 

of the servants and asked him, ‘What’s 

going on?’ ‘Your brother has come 

back home,’ the servant answered, 

‘and your father has killed the prize 

The Lost Son
LUKE  1 5 : 1 1 - 32
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Comments
In this case it was the son himself who 
wanted to leave his good home. He 
was tempted by the world out there. 
He wanted so much to go his own 
way that it made him blind to all the 
good he had at home. His good father 
was sad about him leaving, but he 
did not stop him. If we decide to leave 
God and go our own way, God will 
not stop us. The problem is, it will 
end up in disaster. Why? Because the 
plan God has for our lives is good, but 

the plan that the enemy, the devil 

has for our lives is to steal, kill and 
destroy. If we remove ourselves from 
God’s protection, then we become an 
easy target for the enemy.
 But God is still there, always 
waiting for us. Just like the lost son 
in this parable, we can turn around 
anytime and return home to our 
father. He is waiting for us with his 
arms wide open, and he wants to give 
us back all of the good things we used 
to have at home with him.

calf, because he got him back safe and 

sound.’ The older brother was so angry 

that he would not go into the house; 

so his father came out and begged 

him to come in. But he spoke back to 

his father, ‘Look, all these years I have 

worked for you like a slave, and I have 

never disobeyed your orders. What 

have you given me? Not even a goat 

for me to have a feast with my friends! 

But this son of yours wasted all your 

property on prostitutes, and when he 

comes back home, you kill the prize calf 

for him!’ ‘My son,’ the father answered, 

‘you are always here with me, and 

everything I have is yours. But we had 

to celebrate and be happy, because 

your brother was dead, but now he is 

alive; he was lost, but now he has 

been found.’”
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THERE 
WAS ONCE A 

MAN WHO HAD TWO 
SONS. THE YOUNGER 

ONE SAID TO HIM:

FA-
THER, GIVE 

ME MY SHARE OF 
THE PROPERTY 

NOW.

ALL MY 
FATHER’S 

HIRED WORK-
ERS HAVE MORE 
THAN THEY CAN 
EAT, AND HERE 
I AM ABOUT TO 

STARVE!

I WILL GET UP AND GO TO MY FATHER 
AND SAY, “FATHER, I HAVE SINNED AGAINST 
GOD AND AGAINST YOU. I AM NO LONGER 

FIT TO BE CALLED YOUR SON; TREAT 
ME AS ONE OF YOUR HIRED 

WORKERS.”

FATHER, I HAVE SINNED 
AGAINST GOD AND AGAINST 

YOU. I AM NO LONGER FIT 
TO BE CALLED YOUR 

SON.

SO THE MAN DIVIDED HIS PROPERTY BE-
TWEEN HIS TWO SONS. AFTER A FEW DAYS 
THE YOUNGER SON SOLD HIS PART OF THE 
PROPERTY AND LEFT HOME WITH THE MONEY. 

HE WENT TO A COUNTRY 
FAR AWAY, WHERE HE 
WASTED HIS MONEY IN 
RECKLESS LIVING.

THEN A SEVERE FAMINE SPREAD OVER THAT COUNTRY, AND 
HE WAS LEFT WITHOUT A THING. SO HE WENT TO WORK FOR 
ONE OF THE CITIZENS OF THAT COUNTRY, WHO SENT HIM 
OUT TO HIS FARM TO TAKE CARE OF THE PIGS. HE WISHED 
HE COULD FILL HIMSELF WITH THE BEAN PODS THE PIGS ATE, 
BUT NO ONE GAVE HIM ANYTHING TO EAT.

HE WAS STILL A LONG WAY FROM HOME WHEN 
HIS FATHER SAW HIM; HE RAN, THREW HIS ARMS 
AROUND HIS SON, AND KISSED HIM.
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BUT THE FATHER CALLED TO HIS SERVANTS:

IN THE MEANTIME THE 
OLDER SON WAS OUT 
IN THE FIELD. ON HIS 
WAY BACK, HE HEARD 
THE MUSIC AND 
DANCING.

THE OLDER BROTHER WAS SO ANGRY THAT HE WOULD NOT GO INTO THE HOUSE; SO HIS 
FATHER CAME OUT AND BEGGED HIM TO COME IN.

BRING THE BEST ROBE 
AND PUT IT ON HIM. PUT 

A RING ON HIS FINGER AND 
SHOES ON HIS FEET.  THEN GO AND 

GET THE PRIZE CALF AND KILL IT, AND 
LET US CELEBRATE WITH A FEAST! 
FOR THIS SON OF MINE WAS DEAD, 

BUT NOW HE IS ALIVE; HE WAS 
LOST, BUT NOW HE HAS BEEN 

FOUND.

YOUR BROTHER HAS COME BACK 
HOME, AND YOUR FATHER HAS 
KILLED THE PRIZE CALF, BE-
CAUSE HE GOT HIM BACK 

SAFE AND SOUND.

LOOK, ALL THESE 
YEARS I HAVE WORKED 

FOR YOU LIKE A SLAVE, AND I 
HAVE NEVER DISOBEYED YOUR 

ORDERS. WHAT HAVE YOU GIVEN 
ME? NOT EVEN A GOAT FOR ME 

TO HAVE A FEAST WITH MY 
FRIENDS!  

BUT THIS SON OF 
YOURS WASTED ALL 

YOUR PROPERTY ON PROS-
TITUTES, AND WHEN HE COMES 

BACK HOME, YOU KILL THE 
PRIZE CALF FOR HIM!

MY SON, YOU ARE ALWAYS HERE WITH 
ME, AND EVERYTHING I HAVE IS YOURS. 

BUT WE HAD TO CELEBRATE AND BE HAP-
PY, BECAUSE YOUR BROTHER WAS DEAD, 
BUT NOW HE IS ALIVE; HE WAS LOST, BUT 

NOW HE HAS BEEN FOUND.
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Comments
In this parable, Jesus is telling us to have a 
sensitive and compassionate heart. It doesn’t 
matter where you come from or how other 
people see you. What matters is your heart. 
 In this story, everyone would have thought 
that the priest or the religious scholar would 
help the man who had been robbed, but no. 
The one who helped the man who had been 
robbed was someone nobody would have 

thought of. He was the one who showed 

love and compassion. He did not consider his 
own safety but instead stayed in a dangerous 
place to take care of the injured man. Then he 
even paid for the man’s recovery. 
 Be like the Samaritan. Show mercy, 
compassion and love for the people around 
you who are hurting in any way. That is the 
way Jesus wants us to be.

A teacher of the Law came up and tried to 
trap Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what 

must I do to receive eternal life?”
 Jesus answered him, “What do the 
Scriptures say? How do you interpret them?”
 The man answered, “‘Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
with all your strength, and with all your 
mind’; and ‘Love your neighbor as you love 
yourself.’”
 “You are right,” Jesus replied; “do this and 
you will live.”
 But the teacher of the Law wanted to 
justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “Who is my 
neighbor?”
 Jesus answered, “There was once a man 
who was going down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho when robbers attacked him, stripped 
him, and beat him up, leaving him half dead. 
It so happened that a priest was going down 
that road; but when he saw the man, he 

walked on by on the other side. In the same 
way a Levite also came there, went over and 
looked at the man, and then walked on by 
on the other side. But a Samaritan who was 
traveling that way came upon the man, and 
when he saw him, his heart was filled with 
pity. He went over to him, poured oil and 
wine on his wounds and bandaged them; 
then he put the man on his own animal 
and took him to an inn, where he took care 
of him. The next day he took out two silver 
coins and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Take 
care of him,’ he told the innkeeper, ‘and 
when I come back this way, I will pay you 
whatever else you spend on him.’”
 And Jesus concluded, “In your opinion, 
which one of these three acted like a neighbor 
toward the man attacked by the robbers?”
 The teacher of the Law answered, “The 
one who was kind to him.” Jesus replied, 
“You go, then, and do the same.”

The Good Samaritan
LUKE  10 :25-37
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WHILE THEY WERE ON THEIR WAY TO JERUSALEM, A TEACHER 
OF THE LAW CAME UP AND TRIED TO TRAP JESUS:

THEY STRIPPED HIM, AND BEAT HIM UP, 
LEAVING HIM HALF DEAD.

TEACHER, WHAT MUST I DO TO 
RECEIVE ETERNAL LIFE?

LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL 
YOUR HEART, WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, 

WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH, AND 
WITH ALL YOUR MIND’ AND ‘LOVE 

YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOU LOVE 
YOURSELF.’

WHAT 
DO THE SCRIP-

TURES SAY? HOW 
DO YOU INTERPRET 

THEM?

WHO IS  
MY NEIGHBOR?

YOU ARE 
RIGHT. DO 
THIS AND 
YOU WILL 

LIVE.

THERE 
WAS ONCE A 

MAN WHO WAS GOING 
DOWN FROM JERUSALEM 
TO JERICHO WHEN ROB-

BERS ATTACKED 
HIM.
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IT SO HAPPENED THAT A PRIEST WAS 
GOING DOWN THAT ROAD; BUT WHEN 
HE SAW THE MAN, HE WALKED ON BY 
ON THE OTHER SIDE.

IN THE SAME WAY A LEVITE ALSO CAME THERE, WENT OVER AND 
LOOKED AT THE MAN, AND THEN WALKED ON BY ON THE OTHER SIDE.

BUT A SAMARITAN WHO WAS TRAVELING THAT WAY 
CAME UPON THE MAN, AND HIS HEART WAS FILLED 
WITH PITY. HE WENT OVER TO HIM AND POURED OIL 
AND WINE ON HIS WOUNDS AND BANDAGED THEM.

THEN HE PUT THE MAN ON HIS OWN ANIMAL AND TOOK HIM TO AN 
INN, WHERE HE TOOK CARE OF HIM.

THE NEXT DAY HE TOOK 
OUT TWO SILVER COINS 
AND GAVE THEM TO THE 
INNKEEPER.

TAKE 
CARE OF HIM, 

AND WHEN I COME 
BACK THIS WAY, I WILL 
PAY YOU WHATEVER 
ELSE YOU SPEND 

ON HIM. 

IN YOUR OPINION, WHICH 
ONE OF THESE THREE ACTED 
LIKE A NEIGHBOR TOWARD 

THE MAN ATTACKED BY 
THE ROBBERS?

THE 
ONE WHO 

WAS KIND TO 
HIM.

YOU 
GO, THEN, 

AND DO THE 
SAME.
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Comments
In this parable Jesus compares our hearts to 
different kinds of ground. In this case, the 
sower is sowing the word of God. Having 
hard hearts means we don’t take the word 
of God into us and it can’t grow there. 

 Having distracted hearts 

means the word of God can’t grow there 
because of everything else that matters 
more to you. But having a soft, listening 
heart means the word of God will take deep 
root and grow, and bear so much fruit in 
our lives that everyone can see it.

Jesus went to the lakeside, where he sat 
down to teach. The crowd that gathered 

around him was so large that he got into a 
boat and sat in it, while the crowd stood on 
the shore. He used parables to tell them many 
things.“Once there was a man who went out 
to sow grain. 
 As he scattered the seed in the field, some of 
it fell along the path, and the birds came and 
ate it up. Some of it fell on rocky ground, where 
there was little soil. The seeds soon sprouted, 
because the soil wasn’t deep. But when the 
sun came up, it burned the young plants; and 
because the roots had not grown deep enough, 
the plants soon dried up. Some of the seed 
fell among thorn bushes, which grew up and 
choked the plants. But some seeds fell in good 
soil, and the plants bore grain: some had one 
hundred grains, others sixty, and others thirty.”
 And Jesus concluded, “Listen, then, if you 
have ears!”
 Then the disciples came to Jesus and asked 
him, “Why do you use parables when you 

talk to the people?” 
(...)
 “Listen, then, and 
learn what the parable of 
the sower means. Those who hear the message 
about the Kingdom but do not understand it are 
like the seeds that fell along the path. The Evil 
One comes and snatches away what was sown 
in them. The seeds that fell on rocky ground 
stand for those who receive the message gladly 
as soon as they hear it. But it does not sink deep 
into them, and they don’t last long. So when 
trouble or persecution comes because of the 
message, they give up at once. The seeds that 
fell among thorn bushes stand for those who 
hear the message; but the worries about this 
life and the love for riches choke the message, 
and they don’t bear fruit. And the seeds sown 
in the good soil stand for those who hear the 
message and understand it: they bear fruit, 
some as much as one hundred, others sixty, 
and others thirty.”

Parallel verses:  Mark 4:1-20; Luke 8:4-15

The Sower
MATTHEW  1 3 : 1 -23
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JESUS TRAVELLED THROUGH ALL OF GALILEE, PREACHING THE GOOD 
NEWS ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF GOD.

JESUS USED PARABLES TO TELL ALL THESE THINGS TO THE CROWDS; 
HE WOULD NOT SAY A THING TO THEM WITHOUT USING A PARABLE. 

AS HE SCATTERED THE SEED IN THE FIELD, SOME OF IT FELL 
ALONG THE PATH, AND THE BIRDS CAME AND ATE IT UP.

SOME OF IT FELL ON ROCKY GROUND, WHERE THERE WAS LITTLE SOIL. 
THE SEEDS SOON SPROUTED, BECAUSE THE SOIL WASN’T DEEP. BUT 
WHEN THE SUN CAME UP, IT BURNED THE YOUNG PLANTS; AND BECAUSE 
THE ROOTS HAD NOT GROWN DEEP ENOUGH, THE PLANTS SOON DRIED 
UP.

SOME OF THE SEED FELL AMONG THORN BUSHES, WHICH 
GREW UP AND CHOKED THE PLANTS.

 LISTEN! ONCE THERE 
WAS A MAN WHO 

WENT OUT TO SOW 
GRAIN.
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BUT SOME SEEDS FELL IN GOOD SOIL, AND THE PLANTS BORE  
GRAIN: SOME HAD ONE HUNDRED GRAINS, OTHERS SIXTY,  

AND OTHERS THIRTY.

WHY DO YOU USE PARABLES 
WHEN YOU TALK?

YOU HAVE BEEN 
GIVEN THE SECRET 
OF THE KINGDOM OF 

GOD, BUT THE OTHERS, 
WHO ARE ON THE 

OUTSIDE, HEAR ALL 
THINGS BY MEANS OF 

PARABLES.

LISTEN WHAT THE PARABLE MEANS. 
THE SEED IS THE WORD OF GOD. 
THOSE WHO HEAR IT BUT DO NOT 

UNDERSTAND IT, ARE LIKE THE SEEDS 
THAT FELL ALONG THE PATH. THE 

DEVIL COMES AND SNATCHES AWAY 
WHAT WAS SOWN IN THEM.

THE SEEDS THAT FELL ON ROCKY GROUND STAND FOR THOSE 
WHO RECEIVE THE MESSAGE GLADLY AS SOON AS THEY HEAR IT. 
BUT IT DOES NOT SINK DEEP INTO THEM; THEY BELIEVE ONLY FOR 

A WHILE BUT WHEN THE TIME OF TESTING COMES, 
THEY FALL AWAY.

THE SEEDS THAT FELL AMONG THORN BUSHES 
STAND FOR THOSE WHO HEAR THE MESSAGE; BUT 
THE WORRIES AND RICHES AND PLEASURES OF 

THIS LIFE CROWD IN AND CHOKE THEM, 
AND THEIR FRUIT NEVER RIPENS. 

AND THE 
SEEDS SOWN IN 

THE GOOD SOIL STAND FOR 
THOSE WHO HEAR THE MES-

SAGE AND RETAIN IT IN A GOOD 
AND OBEDIENT HEART, AND 
THEY PERSIST UNTIL THEY 

BEAR FRUIT.
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Comments
In this parable, Jesus describes life 
as a house. From the outside you 
can’t tell if the house has a good 
foundation or not. If you hear the 
word of God and then do what it 
says, then it is like building your 
life on a rock, a safe and firm 
foundation. But if you hear the 
word of God and do not do what 
it says, then it is like building your 

life on shifting ground like sand. 

 When the storms of life come, 
as they do for all of us, then it 
will become very obvious who has 
built their life on the word of God, 
the firm foundation. 
 It is so important to live the 
way Jesus tells you to. It might 
seem easier to live a different way, 
but time will tell how strong the 
foundation of your life really is.

Comments
In this parable, Jesus describes life 
as a house. From the outside you 
can’t tell if the house has a good 
foundation or not. If you hear the 
word of God and then do what it 
says, then it is like building your 
life on a rock, a safe and firm 
foundation. But if you hear the 
word of God and do not do what 
it says, then it is like building your 

life on shifting ground like sand. 

 When the storms of life come, 
as they do for all of us, then it 
will become very obvious who has 
built their life on the word of God, 
the firm foundation. 
 It is so important to live the 
way Jesus tells you to. It might 
seem easier to live a different way, 
but time will tell how strong the 
foundation of your life really is.

The Wise and  
the Foolish Builder

MATTHEW  7 : 24 -27

Jesus told them this parable: 
“Anyone who hears these 

words of mine and obeys them 
is like a wise man who built his 
house on rock. The rain poured 
down, the rivers flooded over, and 
the wind blew hard against that 
house. But it did not fall, because 
it was built on rock.”

 “But anyone who hears these 
words of mine and does not obey 
them is like a foolish man who 
built his house on sand. The rain 
poured down, the rivers flooded 
over, the wind blew hard against 
that house, and it fell. And what a 
terrible fall that was!” 

Parallel verses:  Luke 6:47-49
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ANYONE WHO HEARS THESE WORDS OF MINE  
AND OBEYS THEM IS LIKE A WISE MAN  

WHO BUILT HIS HOUSE ON ROCK. 

“HE DIGGED DEEP TO AFFIX THE 
HOUSE ON THE ROCK.

THE RAIN POURED DOWN, 
THE RIVERS FLOODED OVER, 
AND THE WIND BLEW HARD 
AGAINST THAT HOUSE.
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...AND IT FELL.  
AND WHAT A  

TERRIBLE FALL  
THAT WAS!

BUT IT DID NOT FALL, 
BECAUSE IT WAS BUILT 
ON ROCK.

BUT ANYONE WHO HEARS THESE WORDS OF MINE AND DOES 
NOT OBEY THEM IS LIKE A  
FOOLISH MAN WHO BUILT  
HIS HOUSE ON SAND.

THE RAIN POURED 
DOWN, THE RIVERS 
FLOODED OVER, THE 
WIND BLEW HARD 

AGAINST THAT HOUSE...
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Comments
The Pharisee was a religious person 
who probably tried all kinds of ways 
to become a holy man. He saw himself 
as a good man. He always followed the 
religious rules and was certain that if 
God would accept anyone, it would be 
him. 
 However, the tax collector was 
hated by most people, because he 
probably lied and cheated them. 
But deep down in his heart, the tax 
collector wanted to be different. He 

felt that God was his only chance. He 

asked God for mercy and forgiveness 
for the miserable life he was living. 
God heard the honest cry of his heart 
and the tax collector was forgiven. 
 The other man, the religious 
Pharisee, had been so sure of his own 
goodness that he did not ask for God’s 
mercy, so he went away without 
having been forgiven or blessed by 
God. This parable teaches us that God 
sees our heart and he forgives us when 
we turn to him for mercy.

The Pharisee and  
the Tax Collector

LUKE  1 8 :9 - 1 4

Jesus told this parable to people who 
were sure of their own goodness 

and despised everybody else. “Once 
there were two men who went up 
to the Temple to pray: one was a 
Pharisee, the other a tax collector. The 
Pharisee stood apart by himself and 
prayed, ‘I thank you, God, that I am 
not greedy, dishonest, or an adulterer, 

like everybody else. I thank 
you that I am not like 

that tax 

collector over there. I fast two days a 
week, and I give you one tenth of all 
my income.’ But the tax collector stood 
at a distance and would not even raise 
his face to heaven, but beat on his 
breast and said, ‘God, have pity on me, 
a sinner!’ 
 I tell you,” said Jesus, “the tax 
collector, and not the Pharisee, was in 
the right with God when he went home. 
For those who make themselves great 
will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be made great.”
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I THANK YOU, GOD, 
THAT I AM NOT 

GREEDY, DISHONEST, 
OR AN ADULTERER, 
LIKE EVERYBODY 

ELSE.

I THANK YOU THAT I AM NOT 
LIKE THAT TAX COLLECTOR 

OVER THERE.

JESUS ALSO 
TOLD THIS PAR-
ABLE TO PEOPLE 
WHO WERE SURE 
OF THEIR OWN 
GOODNESS AND 
DESPISED EV-
ERYBODY ELSE. 

ONCE THERE WERE TWO MEN WHO WENT UP TO THE TEMPLE TO 
PRAY: ONE WAS A PHARISEE...

THE OTHER A  
TAX COLLECTOR.

THE PHARISEE STOOD APART BY HIMSELF AND PRAYED:
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BUT THE TAX COLLECTOR STOOD AT A DISTANCE AND WOULD 
NOT EVEN RAISE HIS FACE TO HEAVEN.I FAST TWO DAYS A WEEK, AND I GIVE YOU  

ONE TENTH OF ALL MY INCOME. 

GOD, HAVE PITY ON 
ME, A SINNER.

I TELL YOU, THE TAX 
COLLECTOR, AND NOT 
THE PHARISEE, WAS IN 
THE RIGHT WITH GOD 

WHEN HE WENT HOME. FOR 
THOSE WHO MAKE THEM-

SELVES GREAT WILL 
BE HUMBLED,  

 
AND THOSE WHO 
HUMBLE THEM-
SELVES WILL BE 
MADE GREAT.
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Comments
This parable begins with Peter asking 
Jesus how many times we have to forgive 
others. Jesus tells about a man whose 
huge debt was forgiven so that he no 
longer owed the king any money. 
 But then that man went out and 
refused to forgive the debt of someone 
who owed him much less money. The 
king’s servant saw what happened 

and told the king. This made the king 

very angry. How could a man who had 
been shown so much forgiveness turn 
around and not forgive someone else? 
Jesus is explaining that when we receive 
forgiveness and mercy for our sins, it 
should cause us to show forgiveness to 
the people around us. 
 This may be difficult, but there is 
power in forgiveness. Forgiving others 
can set us free.

The Unmerciful Servant
MATTHEW  1 8 :2 1 -35

Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, if 
my brother keeps on sinning against 

me, how many times do I have to forgive 
him? Seven times?”
 “No, not seven times,” answered 
Jesus, “but seventy times seven, because 
the Kingdom of heaven is like this. Once 
there was a king who decided to check on 
his servants’ accounts. He had just begun 
to do so when one of them was brought 
in who owed him millions of dollars. The 
servant did not have enough to pay his 
debt, so the king ordered him to be sold 
as a slave, with his wife and his children 
and all that he had, in order to pay the 
debt. The servant fell on his knees before 
the king. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, 
‘and I will pay you everything!’ The king 
felt sorry for him, so he forgave him the 
debt and let him go. Then the man went 
out and met one of his fellow servants 
who owed him a few dollars. He grabbed 

him and started choking him. ‘Pay back 
what you owe me!’ he said. His fellow 
servant fell down and begged him, ‘Be 
patient with me, and I will pay you 
back!’ But he refused; instead, he had 
him thrown into jail until he should pay 
the debt. When the other servants saw 
what had happened, they were very 
upset and went to the king and told him 
everything. So he called the servant in. 
‘You worthless slave!’ he said. ‘I forgave 
you the whole amount you owed me, 
just because you asked me to. You should 
have had mercy on your fellow servant, 
just as I had mercy on you.’ The king was 
very angry, and he sent the servant to 
jail to be punished until he should pay 
back the whole amount.”
 And Jesus concluded, “That is how my 
Father in heaven will treat every one 
of you unless you forgive your 
brother from your heart.”
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LORD, IF MY BROTHER KEEPS ON  
SINNING AGAINST ME,  

HOW MANY TIMES DO I HAVE TO  
FORGIVE HIM? SEVEN TIMES?

NO, NOT SEVEN TIMES.  
BUT SEVENTY TIMES SEVEN.

BE PATIENT WITH ME, 
AND I WILL PAY YOU 

EVERYTHING!

BECAUSE THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS LIKE THIS. ONCE THERE WAS A KING 
WHO DECIDED TO CHECK ON HIS SERVANTS’ ACCOUNTS. HE HAD JUST BEGUN 
TO DO SO WHEN ONE OF THEM WAS BROUGHT IN WHO OWED HIM MILLIONS 
OF DOLLARS.

THE SERVANT DID NOT 
HAVE ENOUGH TO PAY 
HIS DEBT, SO THE KING 
ORDERED HIM TO BE SOLD 
AS A SLAVE, WITH HIS WIFE 
AND HIS CHILDREN AND 
ALL THAT HE HAD, IN OR-
DER TO PAY THE DEBT.

THE KING FELT SORRY FOR 
HIM. SO, HE FORGAVE HIM 
THE DEBT AND LET HIM GO.

THEN THE MAN WENT OUT AND MET ONE OF 
HIS FELLOW SERVANTS WHO OWED HIM A FEW 
DOLLARS.
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PAY BACK 
WHAT YOU OWE 

ME!

BE PATIENT WITH ME, 
AND I WILL PAY YOU 

BACK!

YOU WORTHLESS SLAVE! I FORGAVE 
YOU THE WHOLE AMOUNT YOU 
OWED ME, JUST BECAUSE YOU 

ASKED ME TO.

YOU SHOULD HAVE 
HAD MERCY ON YOUR 

FELLOW SERVANT, 
JUST AS I HAD MERCY 

ON YOU.

THAT IS HOW MY 
FATHER IN HEAVEN WILL 

TREAT EVERY ONE OF 
YOU UNLESS YOU FOR-
GIVE YOUR BROTHER 
FROM YOUR HEART.

THE OTHER SERVANTS SAW WHAT HAD HAPPENED AND WENT TO 
THE KING AND TOLD HIM EVERYTHING

BUT HE REFUSED; INSTEAD, HE HAD 
HIM THROWN INTO JAIL UNTIL HE 
SHOULD PAY THE DEBT.

SO HE CALLED THE SERVANT IN.

THE KING WAS VERY ANGRY, AND HE SENT THE SERVANT TO JAIL TO BE PUN-
ISHED UNTIL HE SHOULD PAY BACK THE WHOLE AMOUNT.
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Comments
Jesus had been invited into the home of a 
religious man. While he was there, a woman 
who people looked down upon as living a bad life 
came into the room, crying and kissing the feet of 
Jesus. She took some very valuable perfume and 
washed Jesus’ feet with it. She probably spent all 
the money she had on that perfume, but she did 
it to show how much she loved Jesus, and how 
sorry she was for the way she had been living. 
The religious man who owned the house was very 
upset about the woman being in his house and 
about what she had done. 
 But Jesus spoke highly of the woman in front of 
everyone, explaining that anyone who had been 

forgiven much could also understand the value 

of forgiveness, and will find it easier to forgive 
others. Then Jesus tells the woman that her sins 
are forgiven. He could say that because he knew 
what was in the woman’s heart. This also made 
the religious people in the room upset. They 
had been trying to live perfect lives, following 
all the rules, and now Jesus had just forgiven 
this woman who had lived a bad life. But Jesus 
knows the hearts of all people, and he is the only 
one who can forgive sins. This woman did the 
right thing. She came to Jesus, and her sins were 
forgiven. 
 It is the same for us even today. Whoever asks 
Jesus for forgiveness of their sins will be forgiven 
and have a new life in him.

The Two Debtors   LUKE  7 : 36-50

A Pharisee invited Jesus to have dinner with 
him, and Jesus went to his house and sat 

down to eat. In that town was a woman who 
lived a sinful life. She heard that Jesus was 
eating in the Pharisee’s house, so she brought an 
alabaster jar full of perfume and stood behind 
Jesus, by his feet, crying and wetting his feet with 
her tears. Then she dried his feet with her hair, 
kissed them, and poured the perfume on them. 
When the Pharisee saw this, he said to himself, 
“If this man really were a prophet, he would 
know who this woman is who is touching him; 
he would know what kind of sinful life she lives!”
 Jesus spoke up and said to him, “Simon, I have 
something to tell you.”
 “Yes, Teacher,” he said, “tell me.”
 “There were two men who owed money to a 
moneylender,” Jesus began. “One owed him five 
hundred silver coins, and the other owed him fifty. 
Neither of them could pay him back, so he canceled 
the debts of both. Which one, then, will love him 

more?”
 “I suppose,” answered Simon, “that it would be 
the one who was forgiven more.”
 “You are right,” said Jesus. Then he turned to 
the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this 
woman? I came into your home, and you gave me 
no water for my feet, but she has washed my feet 
with her tears and dried them with her hair. You 
did not welcome me with a kiss, but she has not 
stopped kissing my feet since I came. You provided 
no olive oil for my head, but she has covered my 
feet with perfume. I tell you, then, the great love 
she has shown proves that her many sins have 
been forgiven. But whoever has been forgiven little 
shows only a little love.”
 Then Jesus said to the woman, “Your sins are 
forgiven.”
 The others sitting at the table began to say to 
themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?”  
But Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved 
you; go in peace.”
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THERE WERE TWO MEN 
WHO OWED MONEY TO A 
MONEYLENDER. ONE OWED 
HIM FIVE HUNDRED SILVER 
COINS, AND THE OTHER 
OWED HIM FIFTY. NEITHER 
OF THEM COULD PAY HIM 
BACK, SO HE CANCELED 
THE DEBTS OF BOTH. 

IF THIS MAN REALLY WERE A PROPHET, HE WOULD 
KNOW WHO THIS WOMAN IS WHO IS TOUCHING 
HIM; HE WOULD KNOW WHAT KIND OF SINFUL 

LIFE SHE LIVES! 

SIMON, I HAVE SOMETHING 
TO TELL YOU.

YES 
TEACHER, 
TELL ME.

WHICH ONE, THEN, WILL 
LOVE HIM MORE?

I SUPPOSE THAT IT 
WOULD BE THE ONE WHO 

WAS FORGIVEN MORE.
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YOU ARE RIGHT. DO YOU SEE THIS WOMAN?  
I CAME INTO YOUR HOME, AND YOU GAVE ME NO WATER FOR MY FEET, 

BUT SHE HAS WASHED MY FEET WITH HER TEARS  
AND DRIED THEM WITH HER HAIR.

YOU DID NOT WELCOME ME  
WITH A KISS, BUT SHE HAS NOT 

STOPPED KISSING MY  
FEET SINCE I CAME.

YOU PROVIDED NO OLIVE 
OIL FOR MY HEAD, BUT 
SHE HAS COVERED MY 
FEET WITH PERFUME.

I TELL YOU, THEN, THE GREAT LOVE SHE HAS SHOWN PROVES 
THAT HER MANY SINS HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN. BUT WHOEVER 

HAS BEEN FORGIVEN LITTLE SHOWS ONLY A LITTLE 
LOVE.

YOUR SINS  
ARE FORGIVEN.

WHO IS THIS, WHO EVEN 
FORGIVES SINS?

YOUR FAITH 
HAS SAVED 
YOU; GO IN 

PEACE.
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Comments
Sometimes we are tricked into 
believing: If only I can be rich, then 
I can have it all. So many people are 
constantly trying to get rich, and it 
fills their thoughts. 
 Greediness grabs onto their souls. 
Some people don’t even care if they 
hurt and cheat others to get rich. The 
man in this parable thought he had it 
all. He had finally achieved his dream 
of becoming rich. But at that very 
moment, God told him he was a fool! 

The rich man had not considered 

that one day he would have to leave 
it all behind him. No one is born into 
the world with riches, and no one 
can take anything with them  when 
they leave this earth. But instead you 
can decide to build up another kind 
of riches, the kind that will last for 
eternity. 
 Invest in the kingdom that is 
coming – by telling others about 
Jesus and showing them the way to 
heaven.

The Rich Fool
LUKE  1 2 : 16 -2 1

Jesus told people this parable: 
“There was once a rich man who 

had land which bore good crops. He 
began to think to himself, ‘I don’t 
have a place to keep all my crops. 
What can I do? This is what I will do,’ 
he told himself; ‘I will tear down my 
barns and build bigger ones, where I 
will store the grain and all my other 
goods. Then I will say to myself, Lucky 
man! You have all the good things 

you need for many years. Take life 
easy, eat, drink, and enjoy yourself’ 
But God said to him, ‘You fool! This 
very night you will have to give up 
your life; then who will get all these 
things you have kept for yourself?’”
 And Jesus concluded, “This is how 
it is with those who pile up riches for 
themselves but are 
not rich in God’s 
sight.”
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TEACHER, TELL MY BROTHER TO  
DIVIDE WITH ME THE PROPERTY 

OUR FATHER LEFT US.

FRIEND, WHO GAVE ME THE 
RIGHT TO JUDGE OR TO DIVIDE 

THE PROPERTY BETWEEN 
YOU TWO?

WATCH OUT AND GUARD YOUR-
SELVES FROM EVERY KIND OF 

GREED; BECAUSE YOUR TRUE LIFE 
IS NOT MADE UP OF THE THINGS 
YOU OWN, NO MATTER HOW RICH 

YOU MAY BE.

I DON’T HAVE A 
PLACE TO KEEP ALL 
MY CROPS. WHAT 

CAN I DO?

THIS IS WHAT I WILL DO, I WILL 
TEAR DOWN MY BARNS AND BUILD 

BIGGER ONES, WHERE I WILL 
STORE THE GRAIN AND ALL MY 

OTHER GOODS.

THEN I WILL 
SAY TO MYSELF, 

LUCKY MAN! YOU 
HAVE ALL THE GOOD 
THINGS YOU NEED 
FOR MANY YEARS. 

TAKE LIFE EASY, EAT, 
DRINK, AND EN-

JOY YOURSELF.

YOU FOOL! THIS VERY 
NIGHT YOU WILL HAVE TO 
GIVE UP YOUR LIFE; THEN 
WHO WILL GET ALL THESE 

THINGS YOU HAVE KEPT FOR 
YOURSELF?

THIS IS HOW IT IS WITH THOSE WHO PILE UP  
RICHES FOR THEMSELVES BUT ARE NOT  

RICH IN GOD’S SIGHT.

THERE WAS ONCE A RICH MAN WHO HAD 
LAND WHICH BORE GOOD CROPS.

BUT GOD SAID TO HIM:
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Comments
This parable is similar to the parable of 
the rich fool. In this story the rich man had 
it all while he was on the earth, but one 
day he had to leave it all behind. He had 
not turned to God in his life. He had not 
noticed how a man named Lazarus often 
begged him for something to eat. Now the 
rich man was in great pain in the room of 
the dead, where people ended up if they did 

not ask God for forgiveness.

 Lazarus had asked God for help, and as 
he died, angels brought him to the room 
for people who have received forgiveness 
for their sins. This parable shows us one 
thing for sure: The importance of having 
your sins forgiven by Jesus, so that after 
this life, you will be with him forever and 
ever, no matter how hard your life on earth 
was. This life is short, but eternity is never-
ending.

The Rich Man and Lazarus
LUKE  16 : 19 -3 1

Jesus told them this parable: “There was 
once a rich man who dressed in the most 

expensive clothes and lived in great luxury 
every day. There was also a poor man named 
Lazarus, covered with sores, who used to be 
brought to the rich man’s door, hoping to eat 
the bits of food that fell from the rich man’s 
table. Even the dogs would come and lick his 
sores. The poor man died and was carried 
by the angels to sit beside Abraham at the 
feast in heaven. The rich man died and was 
buried, and in Hades, where he was in great 
pain, he looked up and saw Abraham, far 
away, with Lazarus at his side. 

 So he called out, ‘Father Abraham! Take 
pity on me, and send Lazarus to dip 

his finger in some water and cool off my 
tongue, because I am in great pain in this 
fire!’ But Abraham said, ‘Remember, my 
son, that in your lifetime you were given 

all the good things, while Lazarus got 
all the bad things. But now 

he is enjoying himself here, while you are 
in pain. Besides all that, there is a deep pit 
lying between us, so that those who want 
to cross over from here to you cannot do so, 
nor can anyone cross over to us from where 
you are.’ 
 The rich man said, ‘Then I beg you, father 
Abraham, send Lazarus to my father’s house, 
where I have five brothers. Let him go and 
warn them so that they, at least, will not 
come to this place of pain.’ Abraham said, 
‘Your brothers have Moses and the prophets 
to warn them; your brothers should listen 
to what they say.’ The rich man answered, 
‘That is not enough, father Abraham! But if 
someone were to rise from death and go to 
them, then they would turn from their sins.’ 
But Abraham said, ‘If they will not listen 
to Moses and the prophets, they will not 
be convinced even if someone were to rise 
from death.’”
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THERE WAS 
ONCE A RICH 
MAN WHO 
DRESSED IN 
THE MOST 
EXPENSIVE 
CLOTHES 
AND LIVED 
IN GREAT 
LUXURY EVERY 
DAY.

THERE WAS ALSO A POOR MAN NAMED LAZARUS, COVERED 
WITH SORES, WHO USED TO BE BROUGHT TO THE RICH MAN’S 
DOOR HOPING TO EAT THE BITS OF FOOD THAT FELL FROM THE 
RICH MAN’S TABLE.

THE POOR MAN DIED AND WAS 
CARRIED BY THE ANGELS TO SIT 
BESIDE ABRAHAM.

THE RICH MAN DIED AND WAS BURIED.

FATHER ABRAHAM! TAKE PITY ON ME, 
AND SEND LAZARUS TO DIP HIS FINGER 

IN SOME WATER AND COOL OFF MY 
TONGUE, BECAUSE I AM IN GREAT 

PAIN IN THIS FIRE!
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REMEMBER, MY SON, THAT IN YOUR LIFETIME YOU WERE GIVEN ALL 
THE GOOD THINGS, WHILE LAZARUS GOT ALL THE BAD THINGS. 

BUT NOW HE IS ENJOYING HIMSELF HERE, WHILE YOU ARE IN PAIN.
BESIDES ALL THAT, 

THERE IS A DEEP PIT 
LYING BETWEEN US, SO 
THAT THOSE WHO WANT 
TO CROSS OVER FROM 
HERE TO YOU CANNOT 

DO SO,  
 
 
 
 

NOR CAN ANYONE 
CROSS OVER TO US 
FROM WHERE YOU 

ARE.

THEN I BEG YOU, FATHER ABRAHAM, 
SEND LAZARUS TO MY FATHER’S 

HOUSE, WHERE I HAVE FIVE BROTH-
ERS. LET HIM GO AND WARN THEM 

SO THAT THEY, AT LEAST, WILL 
NOT COME TO THIS PLACE OF 

PAIN.

YOUR BROTHERS 
HAVE MOSES AND 
THE PROPHETS TO 
WARN THEM; YOUR 
BROTHERS SHOULD 
LISTEN TO WHAT 

THEY SAY.

THAT IS NOT ENOUGH, 
FATHER ABRAHAM! BUT IF 
SOMEONE WERE TO RISE 

FROM DEATH AND GO 
TO THEM, THEN THEY 
WOULD TURN FROM 

THEIR SINS.

IF THEY WILL NOT LISTEN TO MOSES AND THE PROPHETS, 
THEY WILL NOT BE CONVINCED EVEN IF SOMEONE 

WERE TO RISE FROM DEATH.
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Comments
In this parable Jesus tells us that God 
always hears our prayers. He wants 
us to come to him, over and over 
again. He wants to hear our voice, 
asking him for help. 
 Sometimes we have to pray a little 
bit longer, not giving up. He teaches 
us to continue in prayer until we 
receive what he has for us, just like 

this persistent widow. But he also 
tells us that he is a loving father, who 
meets the needs of all his children. He 
might not do it the way we think he 
should, but he will always meet our 
needs. 
 If there is something that you 
really want to happen, keep praying 
until God answers you.

The Persistent Widow
LUKE  1 8 : 1 - 8

Jesus told his disciples a parable 
to teach them that they should 

always pray and never become 
discouraged. “In a certain town 
there was a judge who neither 
feared God nor respected people. 
And there was a widow in that 
same town who kept coming to 
him and pleading for her rights, 
saying, ‘Help me against my 
opponent!’ For a long time the 
judge refused to act, but at last 

he said to himself, 
‘Even though I don’t 
fear God or respect 

people, yet because of all the 
trouble this widow is giving me, 
I will see to it that she gets her 
rights. If I don’t, she will keep on 
coming and finally wear me out!’”
 And the Lord continued, “Listen 
to what that corrupt judge said. 
Now, will God not judge in favor of 
his own people who cry to him day 
and night for help? Will he be slow 
to help them? I tell you, he will judge 
in their favor and do it quickly. But 
will the Son of Man find faith on 
earth when he comes?”
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HELP ME AGAINST MY 
OPPONENT!

HELP ME AGAINST 
MY OPPONENT!

JESUS TOLD HIS 
DISCIPLES A PARABLE 
TO TEACH THEM THAT 
THEY SHOULD ALWAYS 
PRAY AND NEVER BE-
COME DISCOURAGED.

IN A CERTAIN TOWN THERE WAS A 
JUDGE WHO NEITHER FEARED GOD 
NOR RESPECTED PEOPLE.

THERE WAS A WIDOW IN THAT SAME TOWN WHO KEPT 
COMING TO HIM.
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FOR A LONG TIME THE JUDGE REFUSED TO ACT, BUT AT 
LAST...

HELP ME AGAINST  
MY OPPONENT!

EVEN THOUGH I DON’T FEAR GOD OR RESPECT 
PEOPLE, YET BECAUSE OF ALL THE TROUBLE THIS 

WIDOW IS GIVING ME, I WILL SEE TO IT THAT 
SHE GETS WHAT SHE HAS A RIGHT TO.

IF I DON’T, SHE WILL 
KEEP ON COMING 

AND FINALLY WEAR 
ME OUT!

LISTEN TO WHAT THAT  
CORRUPT JUDGE SAID.

NOW, WILL GOD NOT  
JUDGE IN FAVOR OF  
HIS PEOPLE WHO CRY  

TO HIM DAY AND  
NIGHT FOR HELP?

I TELL YOU, HE WILL JUDGE IN 
THEIR FAVOR AND DO IT  

QUICKLY. BUT WILL THE SON OF 
MAN FIND FAITH ON EARTH 

WHEN HE COMES?

101



Comments
This parable explains how God is 
preparing for the great feast in heaven, 
to which everyone is invited. The 
invitations have gone out, and every 
man, woman and child is welcome to 
come to Jesus, receive forgiveness and 
enjoy the amazing banquet. 
 This feast will be held in heaven, when 
our life on earth is over, and where we 
will be together with Jesus along with 
everyone else who has asked Jesus into 
their lives. Some people don’t understand 

how valuable this invitation is, or they 

don’t want to accept Jesus, so they say no. 
This is the biggest mistake of their lives 
and will lead them to eternal death and 
pain. But for those of us who say Yes to 
the invitation, we will live with Jesus for 
all eternity. 
 We are saved. Now our mission is 
to go into all the world and tell people 
to come to Jesus, who can forgive their 
sins, so that they can receive Jesus into 
their hearts and join us at this amazing 
banquet.

The Great Banquet
LUKE  1 4 : 1 5 -24

When one of the guests sitting at 
the table heard this, he said to 

Jesus, “How happy are those who will 
sit down at the feast in the Kingdom 
of God!”
 Jesus said to him, “There was once 
a man who was giving a great feast 
to which he invited many people. 
When it was time for the feast, he 
sent his servant to tell his guests, 
‘Come, everything is ready!’ But 
they all began, one after another, to 
make excuses. The first one told the 
servant, ‘I have bought a field and 
must go and look at it; please accept 
my apologies.’ Another one said, ‘I 
have bought five pairs of oxen and 
am on my way to try them out; please 

accept my apologies.’ Another one 
said, ‘I have just gotten married, and 
for that reason I cannot come.’ The 
servant went back and told all this to 
his master. The master was furious 
and said to his servant, ‘Hurry out to 
the streets and alleys of the town, and 
bring back the poor, the crippled, the 
blind, and the lame.’ Soon the servant 
said, ‘Your order has been carried out, 
sir, but there is room for more.’ So 
the master said to the servant, ‘Go 
out to the country roads and lanes 
and make people come in, so that my 
house will be full. I tell you all that 
none of those who were invited will 
taste my dinner!’”
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COME, EVERY-
THING IS READY!

I HAVE BOUGHT A FIELD AND  
MUST GO AND LOOK AT IT;  

PLEASE ACCEPT MY APOLOGIES. 

I HAVE BOUGHT FIVE PAIRS OF OXEN 
AND AM ON MY WAY TO TRY THEM OUT; 

PLEASE ACCEPT MY APOLOGIES.

I HAVE JUST GOTTEN MAR-
RIED, AND FOR THAT REA-

SON I CANNOT COME.

HURRY OUT TO THE STREETS AND ALLEYS OF 
THE TOWN, AND BRING BACK THE POOR, THE 

CRIPPLED, THE BLIND, AND THE LAME.

YOUR ORDER  
HAS BEEN  

CARRIED OUT,  
SIR, BUT THERE  
IS ROOM FOR 

MORE.

GO OUT TO THE COUNTRY 
ROADS AND LANES AND MAKE 
PEOPLE COME IN, SO THAT MY 

HOUSE WILL BE FULL.

THERE WAS ONCE A MAN WHO WAS GIVING 
A GREAT FEAST TO WHICH HE INVITED MANY 
PEOPLE.

THE SERVANT WENT BACK AND TOLD ALL THIS 
TO HIS MASTER.
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I TELL YOU ALL THAT NONE OF 
THOSE WHO WERE INVITED WILL 

TASTE MY DINNER!

WHEN YOU GIVE A LUNCH OR A DINNER, DO NOT INVITE 
YOUR FRIENDS OR YOUR BROTHERS OR YOUR RELATIVES OR 

YOUR RICH NEIGHBORS—FOR THEY WILL INVITE YOU BACK, 
AND IN THIS WAY YOU WILL BE PAID FOR WHAT YOU DID.

WHEN YOU GIVE A FEAST, INVITE THE POOR, THE CRIPPLED, THE LAME, 
AND THE BLIND; AND YOU WILL BE BLESSED, BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT 
ABLE TO PAY YOU BACK. GOD WILL REPAY YOU ON THE DAY THE GOOD 
PEOPLE RISE FROM DEATH.
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Jesus also told people  
that he was the way  
to God the Father 

Jesus walked from place to place, 
doing things to help people. He 
healed the sick, taught them 
and preached to them, and even 
brought people back from the 
dead. Jesus was able to do this be-
cause God gave him power over life 
and death. But all of this was just 
too much for the religious leaders. 
They saw the way ordinary people 
loved to follow Jesus, and it meant 
that the religious leaders were 
losing control over people’s lives, 
which angered them. The passion 
and love that Jesus had for each 
and every person was so strong. He 
loved people so much that those 
who thought of themselves as bet-
ter than others just couldn’t accept 
it. Even the miracles Jesus was do-

ing were just too much for the reli-
gious leaders.
 Jesus also told people that he 
was the way to God the Father. 
Sometimes when he spoke to them 
he used parables, which are stories 
from real life. That way everyone 
could understand, even the chil-
dren! In one of his parables, Jesus 
talked about himself as the Good 
Shepherd, who gave his life for 
the sheep, never leaving them in 
danger where a wild animal could 
come to kill them. He also de-
scribed God as a loving father who 
is searching for every lost man, 
woman, or child, the same way a 
shepherd would search for a lost 
sheep. 
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The time was  
coming for Jesus 
to give his life as 
a final sacrifice for 
all people.

Jesus had walked among his 
disciples, healing people, teaching 
on the kingdom of God, and 
showing us how to live. But his 
main mission on earth was always 
what he was walking toward. He 
was going to become the sacrifice 
that so many generations had been 
waiting for.
 The time was coming for Jesus 
to give his life as a final sacrifice 
for all people, and to once and 
for all wipe out the gap – sin – so 
that people could come into direct 
contact with their creator again. 
Jesus gathered his disciples, trying 
to prepare them for the suffering 
that he was about to go through. 
But still they did not understand 
what was going to happen.
 Jesus was now heading towards 

his final mission and everlasting 

victory! His mission was to win 
that final battle so that people 
could come to God. Jesus had to 
give all that he had, he had to give 
his own life, for all the sin and 
guilt of humankind. He was going 
to give his life to purchase back 
humankind from eternal death. 
He was going to take all pain and 
all sickness upon himself on that 
cross, and defeat the evil enemy, 
the devil, once and for all. This final 
battle was the main event for all 
humankind of all time. Jesus knew 
that he would have to give his own 
life in order to set all of humankind 
free forever.
 This is what happened during 
the final weeks of Jesus’ life 
here on earth.
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AS THEY 
APPROACHED 
JERUSALEM, 
THEY CAME TO 
THE MOUNT OF 
OLIVES. THERE 
JESUS SENT 
TWO OF THE 
DISCIPLES ON 
AHEAD WITH 
THESE IN-
STRUCTIONS: 

THE LARGE CROWD THAT HAD COME TO THE PASSOVER 
FESTIVAL HEARD THAT JESUS WAS COMING TO JERU-
SALEM. SO THEY TOOK BRANCHES OF PALM TREES AND 
WENT OUT TO MEET HIM. 

GO TO THE VILLAGE THERE AHEAD 
OF YOU. AS SOON AS YOU GET 
THERE, YOU WILL FIND A COLT 

TIED UP. UNTIE IT AND 
BRING IT HERE.

AND IF SOMEONE ASKS YOU 
WHY YOU ARE DOING THAT, 

SAY THAT THE MASTER NEEDS 
IT AND WILL SEND IT BACK AT 

ONCE.

WHAT ARE YOU DOING, 
UNTYING THAT COLT?

THE MASTER NEEDS IT AND WILL 
SEND IT BACK AT ONCE. 

PRAISE 
GOD! 

PRAISE 
GOD!
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GOD 
BLESS HIM WHO 

COMES IN THE NAME 
OF THE LORD! GOD 
BLESS THE KING OF 

ISRAEL!

PRAISE GOD!

PRAISE 
GOD!

PRAISE 
GOD! GOD BLESS 

HIM WHO COMES 
IN THE NAME OF 

THE LORD!

WHO IS 
HE?

THIS IS 
THE PROPHET 
JESUS, FROM 
NAZARETH IN 

GALILEE. 

THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE TEACHERS OF THE 
LAW WERE LOOKING FOR A WAY TO ARREST 
JESUS SECRETLY AND PUT HIM TO DEATH.
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AFTER JESUS HAD WALKED AMONG THE PEOPLE, TAUGHT THEM 
ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF GOD, HEALED THE SICK AND SET PEOPLE 
FREE FROM THE BONDAGE OF THE DEVIL, MANY PEOPLE LOVED 
HIM.  BUT NOT THE PHARISEES. THEY HAD NO CONTROL OVER HIM. 
THEY HATED HIM AND WANTED TO GET HIM OUT OF THE WAY.

JESUS, KNOWING THEY THEY WERE MAK-
ING PLANS TO KILL HIM, DID NOT TRAVEL 
OPENLY IN JUDEA.

LOOK AT ALL THE 
MIRACLES THIS MAN IS 

PERFORMING! IF WE LET HIM GO 
ON IN THIS WAY, EVERYONE WILL 
BELIEVE IN HIM, AND THE ROMAN 
AUTHORITIES WILL TAKE ACTION 

AND DESTROY OUR TEMPLE 
AND OUR NATION!

WHAT FOOLS YOU 
ARE! DON’T YOU RE-

ALIZE THAT IT IS BETTER 
FOR YOU TO HAVE ONE 

MAN DIE FOR THE PEOPLE, 
INSTEAD OF HAVING THE 

WHOLE NATION DE-
STROYED?

HE 
HAS TO 

DIE!

HE MUST 
DIE!

WHY WASN’T THIS PERFUME SOLD 
FOR THREE HUNDRED SILVER COINS 

AND THE MONEY GIVEN TO THE 
POOR?

WHY 
ARE YOU 

BOTHERING 
HER?

SHE HAS DONE A FINE AND BEAUTIFUL 
THING FOR ME. YOU WILL ALWAYS HAVE 
POOR PEOPLE WITH YOU, AND ANY TIME 

YOU WANT TO, YOU CAN HELP THEM. 
BUT YOU WILL NOT ALWAYS HAVE ME. 

SHE DID WHAT SHE COULD; SHE POURED 
PERFUME ON MY BODY TO PREPARE IT 

AHEAD OF TIME FOR BURIAL.
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IT IS 
WRITTEN IN 

THE SCRIPTURES: ‘MY 
TEMPLE WILL BE CALLED 
A HOUSE OF PRAYER.’ 
BUT YOU ARE MAKING 

IT A HIDEOUT FOR 
THIEVES!

THE TEMPLE COURTYARD WAS A LARGE MARKET.

THEN HE TAUGHT IN THE TEMPLE COURTS. MANY SICK PEOPLE 
APPROACHED HIM AND HE HEALED THEM.
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OUTSIDE 
THE TEMPLE 
TREASURY 
THERE WAS AN 
OFFERING BOX 
AND PEOPLE 
DROPPED IN 
THEIR MONEY. 

THE PHARISEES MADE A PLAN TO TRAP JESUS WITH 
QUESTIONS, SO THEY SENT TO HIM SOME OF THEIR 
DISCIPLES. 

THIS POOR 
WIDOW PUT 
MORE IN THE 
OFFERING BOX 
THAN ALL THE 

OTHERS. FOR THE 
OTHERS PUT IN 
WHAT THEY HAD 
TO SPARE OF 
THEIR RICHES; 

BUT SHE, POOR 
AS SHE IS, PUT 

IN ALL SHE HAD, 
ALL SHE HAD 
TO LIVE ON.

TEACHER, WE KNOW THAT 
YOU TELL THE TRUTH, WITHOUT 

WORRYING ABOUT WHAT PEOPLE 
THINK. TELL US, IS IT AGAINST 

OUR LAW TO PAY TAXES TO 
THE ROMAN EMPEROR? 

YOU HYPOCRITES! WHY ARE YOU 
TRYING TO TRAP ME? SHOW ME THE 

COIN FOR PAYING THE TAX! WHOSE FACE 
AND NAME 

ARE THESE? 

THEN, PAY TO THE EMPER-
OR WHAT BELONGS TO THE 

EMPEROR, AND PAY TO 
GOD WHAT BELONGS 

TO GOD. 

THE 
EMPER-
OR’S.
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THE DAY CAME DURING THE FESTIVAL OF 
UNLEAVENED BREAD WHEN THE LAMBS FOR THE 
PASSOVER MEAL WERE TO BE KILLED.

AS YOU GO 
INTO THE 
CITY, A MAN 
CARRYING 
A JAR OF 
WATER WILL 
MEET YOU. 
FOLLOW HIM 
INTO THE 
HOUSE THAT 
HE ENTERS. 

SAY TO THE 
OWNER OF 
THE HOUSE: HE WILL 

SHOW YOU A 
LARGE FUR-
NISHED ROOM 
UPSTAIRS, 
WHERE YOU 
WILL GET 
EVERYTHING 
READY. 

I AM TELLING YOU THE TRUTH: ONE OF YOU IS 
GOING TO BETRAY ME.

GO AND GET THE PASSOVER MEAL 
READY FOR US TO EAT.

WHERE 
DO YOU WANT 
US TO GET IT 

READY?

THE TEACHER 
SAYS TO YOU, 
“WHERE IS THE 

ROOM WHERE MY 
DISCIPLES AND 
I WILL EAT THE 

PASSOVER 
MEAL?”

WHO IS IT,  
LORD?

I WILL 
DIP SOME BREAD 

IN THE SAUCE AND GIVE 
IT TO HIM; HE IS THE MAN.112



HURRY AND DO  
WHAT YOU MUST!

I GIVE YOU A NEW COMMANDMENT: 
 LOVE ONE ANOTHER AS I HAVE LOVED YOU. TAKE AND EAT IT; THIS IS MY 

BODY, WHICH IS GIVEN FOR YOU. 
DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME. 

IF YOU HAVE LOVE FOR 
ONE ANOTHER, THEN 

EVERYONE WILL KNOW THAT 
YOU ARE MY DISCIPLES.

DRINK IT, ALL OF YOU, THIS IS  
MY BLOOD, WHICH SEALS GOD’S  
COVENANT, MY BLOOD POURED  

OUT FOR MANY.

I TELL YOU, I WILL NEVER AGAIN DRINK THIS WINE  
UNTIL THE DAY I DRINK THE NEW WINE WITH  

YOU IN MY FATHER’S KINGDOM.

JUDAS WAS ONE OF JESUS’ DISCIPLES, ONE OF 
HIS CLOSEST FRIENDS. BUT HE TURNED HIS HEART 
TO EVIL. HE DECIDED TO BETRAY JESUS AND HAND 
HIM OVER TO THE PHARISEES. JESUS KNEW THAT HE 
WOULD DO THIS.
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THIS VERY NIGHT ALL OF YOU WILL 
RUN AWAY AND LEAVE ME, FOR THE 

SCRIPTURE SAYS, ‘GOD WILL KILL THE 
SHEPHERD, AND THE SHEEP OF THE FLOCK 

WILL BE SCATTERED. BUT AFTER I AM 
RAISED TO LIFE, I WILL GO TO 

GALILEE AHEAD OF YOU.

I WILL NEVER 
LEAVE YOU, EVEN 
THOUGH ALL THE 

REST DO!

I TELL YOU THAT BEFORE THE ROOST-
ER CROWS TONIGHT, YOU WILL SAY 
THREE TIMES THAT YOU DO NOT 

KNOW ME.

MY FATHER, IF IT IS POSSIBLE, TAKE THIS CUP OF SUF-
FERING FROM ME! YET NOT WHAT I WANT, BUT 

WHAT YOU WANT.

THE MAN I KISS 
IS THE ONE YOU 
WANT. ARREST 
HIM!

THE SORROW 
IN MY HEART IS SO GREAT 

THAT IT ALMOST CRUSHES ME. STAY HERE 
AND KEEP WATCH WITH ME.

GET 
UP, LET US 
GO. LOOK, 
HERE IS THE 
MAN WHO IS 
BETRAYING 

ME!

TEACHER!

AFTER DINNER, JESUS WENT, AS HE USUALLY DID, 
TO THE MOUNT OF OLIVES; AND THE DISCIPLES 
WENT WITH HIM.

JESUS TOOK WITH HIM 
PETER AND THE TWO 
SONS OF ZEBEDEE.
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HE TOUCHED MAL-
CHUS’S EAR AND 
HEALED HIM.

THEN ALL THE DISCIPLES LEFT HIM AND RAN 
AWAY.

PUT YOUR SWORD BACK IN ITS PLACE! DO 
YOU THINK THAT I WILL NOT DRINK THE CUP 

OF SUFFERING WHICH MY FATHER 
HAS GIVEN ME?

DID YOU HAVE TO COME WITH SWORDS AND CLUBS, AS THOUGH I WERE AN 
OUTLAW? I WAS WITH YOU IN THE TEMPLE EVERY DAY, AND YOU DID NOT TRY 

TO ARREST ME. BUT THIS IS YOUR HOUR TO ACT, WHEN THE POWER OF 
DARKNESS RULES.

115



THOSE WHO HAD ARRESTED JESUS TOOK 
HIM TO THE HOUSE OF THE HIGH PRIEST, 
WHERE THE TEACHERS OF THE LAW AND 
THE ELDERS HAD GATHERED TOGETHER.

AREN’T YOU ALSO ONE OF THE  
DISCIPLES OF THAT MAN?

WOMAN, I DON’T 
EVEN KNOW HIM!

I HAVE ALWAYS SPOKEN PUBLICLY TO 
EVERYONE; I HAVE NEVER SAID ANY-

THING IN SECRET.  WHY, THEN, 
DO YOU QUESTION ME? 
QUESTION THE PEOPLE 

WHO HEARD ME. ASK THEM 
WHAT I TOLD THEM. 

I KNOW YOU. YOU WERE WITH  
JESUS OF GALILEE. 

LISTEN TO 
WHAT THESE WIT-

NESSES SAY ABOUT 
YOU.

I HEARD HIM SAY, ‘I WILL TEAR DOWN  
THIS TEMPLE WHICH MEN HAVE MADE,  

AND AFTER THREE DAYS  
I WILL BUILD ONE. 

YOU ARE 
WRONG. I 

DON’T KNOW 
HIM!

IN THE NAME OF THE LIV-
ING GOD I NOW PUT YOU 
UNDER OATH: TELL US IF 
YOU ARE THE MESSIAH, 

THE SON OF GOD.

SO YOU SAY. FROM THIS TIME 
ON YOU WILL SEE THE SON OF 

MAN SITTING AT THE RIGHT 
SIDE OF THE ALMIGHTY.
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BLASPHEMY! WE DON’T NEED ANY  
MORE WITNESSES! YOU HAVE JUST  

HEARD HIS BLASPHEMY! 

HE IS 
GUILTY AND 
MUST DIE.

HE IS 
GUILTY AND 
MUST DIE.

YOU, TOO, WERE  
WITH JESUS.

I DON’T KNOW 
THAT MAN!

WE CAUGHT THIS MAN MISLEADING OUR 
PEOPLE, TELLING THEM NOT TO PAY 

TAXES TO THE EMPEROR AND CLAIMING 
THAT HE HIMSELF IS THE KING OF THE 

JEWS.

ARE 
YOU THE 

KING OF THE 
JEWS?

SO YOU 
SAY.

ON HEARING THE ROOSTER, PETER 
REMEMBERED WHAT JESUS HAD TOLD 
HIM: “BEFORE THE ROOSTER CROWS, 
YOU WILL SAY THREE TIMES THAT YOU 
DO NOT KNOW ME.” HE WENT OUT AND 
WEPT BITTERLY. 

EARLY IN THE MORNING ALL THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE ELDERS PUT JESUS IN CHAINS, LED 
HIM OFF, AND HANDED HIM OVER TO PILATE, THE ROMAN GOVERNOR.
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WITH HIS  
TEACHING HE IS 
STARTING A RIOT 

AMONG THE PEOPLE.  
HE BEGAN IN GALILEE  

AND NOW HAS  
COME HERE. 

HAVE YOU NO 
ANSWER TO GIVE 
TO THIS ACCUSA-

TION AGAINST 
YOU?

HAVE NOTHING TO DO 
WITH THAT INNOCENT MAN, 
BECAUSE IN A DREAM LAST 

NIGHT I SUFFERED MUCH 
ON ACCOUNT OF HIM.

THE CHIEF PRIESTS HAD HANDED 
THIS MAN OVER TO ME BECAUSE 

THEY ARE JEALOUS.

I CANNOT FIND ANY REASON TO CONDEMN HIM. BUT ACCORDING 
TO THE CUSTOM YOU HAVE, I ALWAYS SET FREE A PRISONER FOR 

YOU DURING THE PASSOVER. DO YOU WANT ME TO 
SET FREE FOR YOU THE KING OF THE JEWS?

KILL HIM! SET 
BARABBAS FREE 

FOR US!

BARRA-
BAS!

BARRA-
BAS!

BUT WHAT CRIME HAS HE COMMITTED? I WILL HAVE 
HIM WHIPPED AND SET HIM FREE.

IN A BREAK DURING THE 
TRIAL, PILATE’S WIFE WENT 
TO SPEAK WITH HIM.

BARABBAS WAS IN PRISON WITH THE REBELS WHO HAD  
COMMITTED MURDER DURING RIOTS IN THE CITY. 118



CRUCIFY 
HIM!

CRUCIFY 
HIM!

CRUCIFY 
HIM!

I AM NOT RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THE DEATH OF THIS 

MAN! THIS IS YOUR 
DOING! 

CRUCIFY 
HIM!

“IF YOU SET HIM 
FREE, THAT MEANS 
THAT YOU ARE NOT 
THE EMPEROR’S 
FRIEND! ANYONE 
WHO CLAIMS TO 
BE A KING IS A 
REBEL AGAINST 
THE EMPEROR!“

DO YOU WANT ME 
TO CRUCIFY YOUR 

KING?
THE ONLY KING  
WE HAVE IS THE  

EMPEROR!

SO BE IT.  
CRUCIFY HIM.
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THEN PILATE’S SOLDIERS TOOK JESUS INTO THE GOV-
ERNOR’S PALACE, AND THE WHOLE COMPANY GATHERED 
AROUND HIM. 

WHEN THEY HAD FINISHED 
MAKING FUN OF HIM, THEY LED 
HIM OUT TO CRUCIFY HIM. 

LONG 
LIVE THE 

KING OF THE 
JEWS!

CRUCIFY 
HIM!

CRUCIFY 
HIM!
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CARRY THE 
CROSS.

FOR-
GIVE THEM, 

FATHER! THEY DON’T 
KNOW WHAT THEY 

ARE DOING.
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HE SAVED 
OTHERS; LET HIM 

SAVE HIMSELF IF HE IS THE 
MESSIAH WHOM GOD HAS 

CHOSEN! 

SAVE YOURSELF IF YOU ARE 
THE KING OF THE JEWS!

AREN’T YOU THE  
MESSIAH? SAVE  

YOURSELF AND US!

DON’T YOU FEAR GOD? YOU RE-
CEIVED THE SAME SENTENCE HE DID. 

OURS, HOWEVER, IS ONLY RIGHT, 
BECAUSE WE ARE GETTING WHAT 

WE DESERVE FOR WHAT WE DID; BUT 
HE HAS DONE NO WRONG. 

REMEMBER ME, 
JESUS, WHEN YOU 
COME AS KING!

I PROMISE YOU THAT 
TODAY YOU WILL BE IN 
PARADISE WITH ME.
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HE IS  
YOUR SON. 

SHE IS 
YOUR  

MOTHER

FATHER! 
IN YOUR 

HANDS I PLACE 
MY SPIRIT! 

HE REALLY WAS  
THE SON OF GOD! 

WHEN IT WAS EVENING, A RICH MAN FROM ARI-
MATHEA ARRIVED; HIS NAME WAS JOSEPH, AND 
HE ALSO WAS A DISCIPLE OF JESUS.  HE WENT 
INTO THE PRESENCE OF PILATE AND ASKED FOR 
THE BODY OF JESUS. PILATE GAVE ORDERS FOR 
THE BODY TO BE GIVEN TO JOSEPH.

SO JOSEPH TOOK IT, WRAPPED IT IN A NEW LINEN SHEET, 
AND PLACED IT IN HIS OWN TOMB, WHICH HE HAD JUST 
RECENTLY DUG OUT OF SOLID ROCK. THEN HE ROLLED A 
LARGE STONE ACROSS THE ENTRANCE TO THE TOMB AND 
WENT AWAY.  
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THEY HAVE TAKEN 
THE LORD FROM THE 
TOMB, AND WE DON’T 
KNOW WHERE THEY 

HAVE PUT HIM! 

EARLY ON SUNDAY MORN-
ING, MARY MAGDALENE 
WENT TO THE TOMB. 

OH!
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WOMAN, WHY 
ARE YOU  
CRYING?

THEY 
HAVE TAKEN MY 

LORD AWAY, AND I 
DO NOT KNOW WHERE 

THEY HAVE PUT 
HIM! 

WOMAN, WHY ARE YOU CRYING? WHO IS IT 
THAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR?

IF YOU 
TOOK HIM AWAY, SIR, TELL 

ME WHERE YOU HAVE PUT HIM, 
AND I WILL GO AND GET 
HIM. 

MARY! TEACHER!

DO NOT HOLD ON TO ME, BECAUSE I HAVE 
NOT YET GONE BACK UP TO 

THE FATHER. BUT GO TO MY 
BROTHERS AND TELL THEM 
THAT I AM RETURNING TO 
HIM WHO IS 
MY FATHER 
AND THEIR 
FATHER, 
MY GOD 

AND THEIR 
GOD.

I HAVE SEEN THE LORD!  
I HAVE SEEN THE LORD!
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WHAT ARE YOU 
TALKING ABOUT TO 

EACH OTHER, AS YOU 
WALK ALONG?

ARE YOU THE ONLY VISITOR IN JE-
RUSALEM WHO DOESN’T KNOW THE 

THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN HAPPENING 
THERE THESE LAST FEW DAYS?

WHAT 
THINGS?

THE THINGS THAT HAPPENED TO JESUS OF 
NAZARETH, A PROPHET CONSIDERED TO BE POW-

ERFUL IN EVERYTHING HE SAID AND DID. OUR 
CHIEF PRIESTS AND RULERS HANDED HIM OVER 

TO BE SENTENCED TO DEATH, AND HE WAS 
CRUCIFIED. 

WE HAD 
HOPED THAT 
HE WOULD BE 
THE ONE WHO 
WAS GOING TO 

SET ISRAEL FREE! 
BESIDES ALL THAT, 

THIS IS NOW 
THE THIRD DAY 
SINCE IT HAP-

PENED. 

SOME OF THE WOMEN OF OUR GROUP 
WENT AT DAWN TO THE TOMB, BUT COULD 

NOT FIND HIS BODY. THEY CAME BACK 
SAYING HE IS ALIVE.

SOME OF OUR GROUP 
WENT TO THE TOMB AND 

FOUND IT EXACTLY AS THE 
WOMEN HAD SAID, BUT THEY DID 

NOT SEE HIM.

HOW FOOLISH YOU ARE, HOW SLOW YOU ARE TO 
BELIEVE EVERYTHING THE PROPHETS SAID! WAS IT NOT 

NECESSARY FOR THE MESSIAH TO SUFFER THESE 
THINGS AND THEN TO ENTER HIS GLORY?

ON THAT SAME SUNDAY AFTER THE DEATH OF JESUS, TWO OF  HIS FOLLOWERS WERE 
GOING TO A VILLAGE NAMED EMMAUS. 

AS THEY TALKED, JESUS HIMSELF DREW NEAR 
AND WALKED ALONG WITH THEM; THEY SAW HIM, 
BUT SOMEHOW DID NOT RECOGNIZE HIM. 

AND JESUS EXPLAINED 
TO THEM WHAT WAS 
SAID ABOUT HIMSELF IN 
ALL THE SCRIPTURES, 
BEGINNING WITH THE 
BOOKS OF MOSES AND 
THE WRITINGS OF ALL 
THE PROPHETS.
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STAY WITH US; THE DAY IS ALMOST OVER 
AND IT IS GETTING DARK. 

BLESSED ARE YOU, 
LORD GOD OF THE 

UNIVERSE, YOU ARE 
THE GIVER OF THIS 

BREAD... 

TEACHER!
OH! WASN’T IT LIKE A FIRE BURN-

ING IN US WHEN HE TALKED 
TO US ON THE ROAD AND 

EXPLAINED THE SCRIPTURES 
TO US? 

THE LORD IS RISEN!  
THE LORD IS RISEN! 
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PEACE BE 
WITH YOU.

WHY ARE YOU ALARMED? WHY ARE THESE 
DOUBTS COMING UP IN YOUR 

MINDS?

LOOK AT MY HANDS AND 
MY FEET, AND SEE THAT IT IS 
I MYSELF. FEEL ME, AND YOU 
WILL KNOW, FOR A GHOST 
DOESN’T HAVE FLESH AND 

BONES, AS YOU CAN 
SEE I HAVE. 

TEACHER!
JESUS! 

MASTER!

PEACE BE WITH YOU. AS THE FATHER SENT ME, 
SO I SEND YOU. RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT. IF 
YOU FORGIVE PEOPLE’S SINS, THEY ARE FOR-

GIVEN; IF YOU DO NOT FORGIVE THEM, 
THEY ARE NOT FORGIVEN.

IT WAS LATE THAT EVENING, AND THE DISCIPLES  
WERE GATHERED TOGETHER BEHIND LOCKED  

DOORS, BECAUSE THEY WERE AFRAID OF  
THE JEWISH AUTHORITIES. 
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WE HAVE SEEN THE 
LORD!

UNLESS I SEE THE 
SCARS OF THE NAILS 
IN HIS HANDS AND 
PUT MY FINGER ON 
THOSE SCARS AND 
MY HAND IN HIS SIDE, 
I WILL NOT BELIEVE. 

PEACE BE 
WITH YOU.

THOMAS, LOOK  
AT MY HANDS; 

THEN REACH OUT 
YOUR HAND AND PUT 
IT IN MY SIDE. STOP 
YOUR DOUBTING, 

AND BELIEVE!

MY LORD 
AND MY 
GOD! DO YOU BELIEVE 

BECAUSE YOU SEE 
ME? HOW HAPPY 
ARE THOSE WHO 
BELIEVE WITHOUT 

SEEING ME!
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FOR THE THIRD TIME JESUS APPEARED TO THE DISCIPLES AFTER HE WAS RAISED 
FROM DEATH. THEY WERE IN GALILEE, AT LAKE TIBERIAS.

I AM GOING 
FISHING.

WE WILL 
COME WITH 

YOU.

THERE IS 
NOTHING TO 

DO. HEAD TO THE 
SHORE.

YOUNG 
MEN, HAVEN’T 
YOU CAUGHT 
ANYTHING?

NOT 
A THING.

THROW 
YOUR NET OUT 

ON THE RIGHT SIDE 
OF THE BOAT, AND 
YOU WILL CATCH 

SOME. 

IT IS THE 
LORD!

SO THEY THREW THE NET OUT 
AND COULD NOT PULL IT 
BACK IN, BECAUSE THEY HAD 
CAUGHT SO MANY FISH.
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BRING SOME 
OF THE FISH 

YOU HAVE JUST 
CAUGHT. COME 

AND EAT. 

GO, THEN, 
TO ALL PEOPLE 

EVERYWHERE AND MAKE THEM MY DIS-
CIPLES: BAPTIZE THEM IN THE NAME OF 
THE FATHER, THE SON, AND THE HOLY 

SPIRIT, AND TEACH THEM TO OBEY 
EVERYTHING I HAVE COM-

MANDED YOU. 

I WILL BE WITH 
YOU ALWAYS, TO 
THE END OF THE 

AGE.

GAL-
ILEANS, 

WHY ARE YOU 
STANDING THERE 
LOOKING UP AT 

THE SKY? 

THIS JESUS, WHO WAS TAKEN FROM 
YOU INTO HEAVEN, WILL COME BACK 
IN THE SAME WAY THAT YOU SAW 

HIM GO TO HEAVEN.

A FEW DAYS LATER...
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JESUS 
PERFORMED IN THE 

PRESENCE OF HIS DISCI-
PLES MANY OTHER MIRACU-
LOUS SIGNS, WHICH ARE 
NOT RECORDED IN THIS 

BOOK.

THE 
SIGNS AND MIR-

ACLES IN THIS BOOK HAVE 
BEEN WRITTEN SO THAT YOU 

MAY BELIEVE THAT JESUS IS THE 
MESSIAH, THE SON OF GOD AND 
THAT, BY BELIEVING, YOU MAY 

HAVE LIFE IN HIS NAME.
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You can get to know  
Jesus personally

Now you have read The Jesus Sto-
rybook and learned about who Je-
sus was, what he did, and what he 
taught. You have seen what hap-
pened after Jesus was crucified: he 
defeated the devil, all sickness and 
sin, and opened the way for eve-
ryone to come to God. You have 
also read that Jesus is alive today. 
So maybe you are asking yourself, 
“What now?”
 All around the world there are 
millions of people today who can 
testify that they personally have 
met the living Jesus, that their sins 
have been forgiven, and that they 
have been healed and set free by 
Jesus. Every day new people have 
the same experience and know 

that Jesus is alive.
 You might be asking 

yourself if it is possible 

for you to have this experience 
too. Yes, it is! You can get to know 
Jesus personally. It is possible to 
meet Jesus by praying. The only 
thing you need is an open and 
honest heart. You’ve just read that 
it doesn’t make any difference 
to Jesus how old you are, where 
you come from, what you have 
been through, or if you have ever 
thought about him before. His 
love for you is so great that he was 
willing to sacrifice his life for you 
so that you could be forgiven from 
all sin and have a relationship 
with God the Father.
 Jesus came to show us God the 
Father. Jesus said, “I am the way 
and the truth and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except 
through me.” He also promised to 
send us a helper, the Holy Spirit. 
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So God is one, but at the same time 
three – Father, Son (Jesus) and 
the Holy Spirit, who guides every 
follower of Jesus through life.
 If you would like to know Jesus 
and become his friend, he will wel-
come you with open arms! Jesus 
loves you, and he already knows 
everything about you. He made 
you! He has been there looking af-
ter you since before you were even 
born.
 Jesus came to call all sinners. He 
loves each and every one of us. He 
wants to forgive us. He wants to 
give every single person a clean 
heart, free from sin. Maybe you 
feel sometimes like you are not so 
good, or not so holy. Maybe you feel 
like you need to try to be a better 
person first before you say yes to 
Jesus. But you must understand 

that there is no possible way that 
you can earn forgiveness from 
Jesus by being a good person. You 
have to receive his forgiveness the 
way you would receive a gift. You 
might even be thinking to yourself: 
How can this be? I have done so 
many bad things in my life. But no 
matter what, Jesus has the power 
to forgive every sin. 
 The reason that Jesus made it 
this easy was so that everyone 
could find the way to him. Simply 
by praying this short prayer with a 
sincere heart, you can receive him 
and everything that he has done 
for you. If you ask him to come, he 
will come. He really is listening to 
you. 
 Here is an example of how 
you can ask Jesus to come 
into your heart:
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Dear Jesus
Here I am! I am longing for you!

Please forgive me all the wrong things I have done.

Please take away all the sins of my life.

I believe that you died for me,  

and that you rose again from the dead.

I also believe that you are alive!

Come into my heart and stay there.

I always want you to live in my heart.

I want to be together with you and I want you to be 

my leader and my best friend.

Thank you Jesus, that now you have forgiven me  

and now I am a child of God.

From now on, it’s you and me, Jesus!

Amen.
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If you have prayed this prayer and 
you meant what you said, then 
you can be sure that all your sins 
have been wiped away – they are 
forgiven! They no longer block the 
way between you and God. Jesus 
has bridged the gap, and now 
you are a child of God. When you 
receive Jesus into your heart as 
your Savior, he has promised to 
always be with you. 
 Jesus has an amazing plan for 
your life. Ask him to lead you and 
to help you in all aspects of your 
life. Ask him to guide you and keep 
you on the right path. He will help 
you and listen to you when you 
speak to him. You can speak with 
Jesus the same way you speak 
with your closest friend. He loves 
to hear your voice and he wants 
you to come to him with anything 
and everything. As you talk to 
him, you will get to know him 
more and more. Whenever you do 

something wrong, you can come 
to him and ask him for forgiveness 
and he will forgive you.
 If there is someone that you 
really trust, tell him or her about 
your experience with Jesus. There 
are probably people around you 
who still do not know who Jesus 
is. Show them this book! In this 
book you can read over and over 
again about Jesus. The book will 
help you to understand how to live 
with him. There is also another 
book that tells all about God, the 
Holy Spirit and Jesus. It is called 
the Bible.
 When Christians come together 
to pray to Jesus, read about Jesus 
and spend time with each other, 
it’s normally called church. It 
could be a small group of people 
who have invited Jesus into their 
hearts, or it could be a huge 
crowd of people. But what 
they all have in common 

Jesus has an amazing 
plan for your life.
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is that they have chosen to live 
their lives together with Jesus. 
They are God’s children, and you 
can call them your sisters and 
brothers.
 Jesus will always be with 
you – he has promised you this! 
Jesus cannot and will not ever lie. 
There is no lie in him. He is truth 
itself. He has promised he will a 
prepare a place called heaven for 
all who have received him in their 
hearts. Everyone who belongs to 
him will come to that place when 
they die. Our time here on earth is 
actually a rather short time, but 
for all eternity, for ever and ever, 
we will be together with Jesus in 
heaven. In heaven there will be 
no death, no sin, no fear, no hate, 
no sickness, no sadness. He has 
prepared this place for everyone 

who has said yes to him here 
on earth. However, the 

people who chose not to 
invite Jesus into their 

hearts while they lived on earth 
will not be together with him in 
heaven when they die. They will 
go to a horrible place called hell. 
They will be forever lost. That is 
why it is important that everyone 
gets a chance to hear the good 
news about Jesus and invite him 
into their lives.
 Jesus has promised that he will 
never leave you or abandon you. 
He has promised to always take 
care of you, even if you feel weak 
and afraid. You do not have to be 
afraid anymore, because with Je-
sus on your side, you have eve-
rything you need to get through 
every difficult thing in your life.
 Here are some links and apps 
that will help you grow in your 
relationship with Jesus and get 
to know him more and more. The 
more that you get to know him, 
the more you will love him. God 
bless you in your new life together 
with Jesus!  
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Here you can write Your own prayers:
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